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Grorce PEABopy, esq. of Baltimore, has been 
a pointed by the governor and council of Mary- 
jand, a commissioner to negotiate the eight million 
Joan, in the place of Samuel Jones, jr. esq. who 
declined to accept. 
































Ricuarp E. PARKER, at present one of the se- 
nators of the United States from the state of Virgi- 
pia, has been elected by the legislature of the state 
one of the judges of the court of appeals, vice Dab- 
ney Carr, deceased. here were two ballots—on 
the Ist ballot the joint vote of the two houses was: 
for we M. Patton 59—R. E. Parker 56—William 
Daniel 35—scattering 8. On the 2d the vote stood 
1_R. E. Parker 82—J. M. Patton 69—scattering 3. 


—— 


> Fire. Aslip from the office of the Norfolk Bea- 
Peon, states that the dwelling house of Henry A. 
Wise, esq. of the Eastern Shore of Virginia was de- 
 stroyed by fire duringthe past week. Mrs. W. was 
abseat at tke time, and on her return found the build- 
ing inflames. ‘The extent of the loss was not ascer- 


| tained. 





From Mextco. A conducta has arrived at Vera 
Cruz with $700,000. | 

The liberation of Santa Ana caused great rejoic- 
Jing. The papers are almost exclusively filled with 
fulsome adulations addressed to him. 

> The correspondence of ex-minister Gorroztizena 
with our government serves the Mexican papers for 
‘several severe phillipics against the United States: 
“Fthese ebullitions are to be expected, and as they 
cannot change the actual state of atfairs, they wiil 
WF iall harinless. 

General Bustamente made his entry into the city 
“of Mexico on the evening of the 19th or 20th of 
oe December. 

> Byadecree of the Mexican congress, of the 14th 
(Sof December, all consuls, but more particularly 
yours, are enjoined to furnish the citizens of the na- 
| tions they represent with tickets of security, (pro- 
tection) within the month after their arrival. The 
'vtickets are renewable once in each year, in the 
- month of January. In default of complying with 
this requisition, a fine is to be imposed. 

» A letter from Vera Cruz dated 22d January, 


states that the supreme government had sent an or- 


"der to Vera Cruz, directing that in the event of 
))Sauta Ana’s arriving at Vera Cruz, the authorities 
siiould receive him with all the honors due to him 
") 43 president of the republic. The writer adds that 
on his arrival he would be appointed immediately 
yto the presidency. Bustamente now declines a 


) nomination for president. 








South Amertca. New Grenada and Great 
Britain. The New Orleans True American states 
4 that in consequence of the incarceration of the Bri- 
» tush consul by the authorities of New Grenada, a 
: British squadron was blockading some of the ports 
of South America. 
_The following is an extract of a letter, dated 
Kingston, Jan. 12th. 
“We beg now to advise the blockade by a British 
Squadron, of the coast of New Grenada, aud the 
) Consul for the United States has received a commu- 
Rication that no American or other vessel, would 
be sanctioned in leaving this port, ostensibly with 
4 view to trade with New Grenada, even to bring 
» ‘way British property.” 
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Perv any Curr. War, says the New Orleans 
» See, has been declared between Peru and Chili, and 
) ‘Wo vessels belonging to the latter nation were block- 
Fading the port of Guyaquil, where there were four 
? Peruvian vessels and 300 troops under command of 
gen. Moran. A letter, however, dated Lima, Dec. 
4, Says that no war up to that period had been de- 
clared, but it will soon be done by Chili; that Peru 
had detained ajl the Chilian vessels in her ports, and 
| Prohibited the introduction of their products and 
» Manufacturesinto Peru. In expectation of war large 
y quantities of wheat and flour were sent from Chili 
) *2 October, and prices low. 


ed 


| Forretan news. The news from Englan1 is 
ot important. The report of the bankruptey of 





the Northern and Central bank at Manchester 
Vor. LI.—Sre. 25. 


SEE: 
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appears to rest pretty much as it did before this 
arrival, and to have no other foundation than the 
arrangement with the hank of England for resum- 
ing its liabilities. 

On the 24th, 25th and 26th December, a severe 
snow storm prevailed in England, and interrupted 
all communications from abroad, as well as the 
mails throughout the country. Where it drifted 
it was generally from 12 to 16 feet; by Chatham 
Lines the snow is from 30 to 40 feet deep.— 
Innumerable accidents occurred, several ot the 
mail coaches were completely buried in the snow, 
and the disasters to the shipping were numerous, 
and many lives lost. In the port of Harwich alone 
11 vessels were driven ashore. An avalanche of 
snow and ice fell onthe 27th December, from Mal- 
ing Cliff at Lewis, crushing 7 cottages, and burying 
the inmates; 11 persons were dug out, 6 of whom 
were dead. 

A new attempt was made on the life of Louis 
Phillippe on the 27th of December, by three assas- 
sins, each armed with pistols, while he was on his 
way to the legislative chambers, for the opening of 
the session. One only of the assassins fired, and 
the ball broke the glass of the royal carriage, and 
passed between the heads of the king’s two sons, 
but the king was not hurt. The assassins were 
arrested. 

The king proceeded to the chamber and opened 
the session by a speech. He congratulates the 
chambers on the prosperity of the country, on the 
pacific assurance which he receives from all foreign 
princes, and on the security of the peace of the 
world. He laments the fatal dissentions which 
prevail in the peninsula, and applauds himself for 
not having interfered in the internal affairs of those 
countries. He laments the losses which have been 
sustained in Africa, and intimates an intention to 
secure the preponderance of the French arms, as 
well as security to the French possessions there. 
He alludes to the renewed attempt on his life, and to 
the recent futile attempt at insurrection, both which 
passages of the speech were received with repeated 
acclamations. He announces that he has given or- 
ders for submitting to the deliberation of the cham- 
bers a great number of propositions, for the improv- 
ment of the navigatiun of rivers, the establishment 
of canals, pats and rail roads, and public institu- 
tions which will augment the greatness of France. 

M. Dupin was elected president of the chamber 
of deputies, by 198 votes out of 307. M. Humann 
received 36 votes, and M. Lafitte 24. General 
Jaquemenot and M. Cunin Gridaine, the ministe- 
rial candidates, were chosen vice presidents. 

The papers contain the tardy resolution of the 
cortes, recognized by a decree of the queen, and 
published in the Madrid Gazette, authorising the 
government to conclude treaties of peace and amity 
with the states of Spanish America, on the basis of 
the acknowledgment of those states, and the renun- 
ciation of all territorial rights and sovereignty on 
the part of the ancient government. 

The English and American residents in Paris 
held a meeting on the 30th, for the purpose of voting 
a congratulatory address to the king on his provi- 
dential escape from the attempt on his life. A com- 
mittee was appointed of six English and six Ame- 
tican gentlemen to draw up resolutions and an ad- 
dress, which after an interval of half an hour, were 
presented and unanimously agreed to. 

The affairs in Spain were nearly in statu quo. 
Bilboa continued to hold out against the Carlists, but 
had not been relieved. 

The road was lined on one side by the national 
yuards, and on the other by troops of the line. On 
the Quai des Tuileries, a few paces beyond the 
iron gate leading into the garden, nearly opposite 
the Pont Royal, a pistol was fired at the carriage, 
just at the moment when his majesty was saluting 
the crowd assembled to witness his passage. The 
assassin, it appears, took advantage of aslight open- 
ing in the line of troops by whom the king was sur- 
rounded, to approach within a few paces of the roy- 
al carriage. The king was notstruck. The ball 
broke the glass, passed between the heads of the 
dukes of Orleans and Nemours, and lodged in the 
upper part of the carriage. The perio! was fired by 
an individual who formed one of a group of three 
young men, placed immediately behind the national 
gnards. One only fired. Atthe moment the re- 
port was heard, another of the party had his arm ex- 








tended, and was on the point of pulling the trigger 
of a second pistol, when a evainndar struck down his 
arm. ‘The third had also a pistol in his hand, but 
had not presented it. The report threw the proces- 
sion into some disorder. The king’s carriage stop- 
ped suddenly. His majesty put his head out of the 
window, spoke to several of the generals who form- 
ed his escort, and assured the people that he was not 
hurt. Some splinters of the glass, however, struck 
the faces of the dukes of Orleans and Nemours.— 
The prince royal was cut below the right ear, and 
the wound bled profusely. The duke de Nemours 
escaped with a few scratches on his right cheek.— 
Immediately after the horrible act, general Jaque- 
menot rode on at full gallop to prevent the queen, 
who had preceded his majesty to the palais Bourbon, 
from being alarmed by any erroneousstatement that 
might have circulated immediately after the attempt. 
The news was soon spread through the chamber, 
but the statement of general Jacquemenot, who re- 
mained amongst his colleagues, soon dissipated all 
alarm, and opposed an effectual check to the exag- 
gerations, which, but for his presence, would no 
doubt have created a panic amongst the assembled 
auditory. The three assassins were immediately 
arrested, and taken first to the post where the colors 
of the national guards are deposited, and thence to 
that of the commandant of the palace, where the 
prefect of police arrived shortly afterwards and in- 
terrogated them. They all assumed great firmness, 
and declared that they had acted of their own free 
will. They refused to disclose their names, and had 
even taken the precaution of obliterating the marks 
of their linen. It is said that no other avowal could 
be obtained from the perpetrator of the atrocious 
attempt except a declaration that he belonged to the 
societies des Familles. The principal and his ac- 
complices were ill-dressed, and each of them ap- 
peared to be about 22 or 23 years old. The young 
man who fired the shot has light brown hair, is muc 
marked with the small pox, and has rather a mean 
appearance. 

he assassin’s name is Meunier. He is the son of 
a carriage maker, residing at La Nillette, a suburb 
of Paris on the St. Denis road. His motive for at- 
tempting to take the life of the king, was, it seems,. 
to rid the world of one of the Orleans branch of the 
Bourbons, for which he says he had, while still a 
boy, conceived an implacable hatred. 

The pistol which he made use of contained either 
two balls, of which one was divided into two, or 
else one ball cutinto three. After entering the side 
window of the carriage a fragment of the ball went 
through the front window, immediately behind the 
coachman. Another fragment entered the cushion, 
and was found there, not two inches from where the 
duc de Joinville was sitting. The lantern to the 
left of the coachman was also broken, whether by a 
third ball or a fragment, or whether by the one that. 
traversed the front window, is not certain. 


MR. ADAMS AND THE PETITION FROM 
SLAVES. 
/, IN HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Monday, feb.6. Mr. Adams said he held in 
his hand a paper on which, before it was presented, 
he desired to have the decision of the speaker.— 
It was a petition from twenty-two persons, declaring 
themselves to be slaves. He wished to know whe- 
ther the speaker considered such a petition as com- 
ing within the order of the house? 

The speaker said he could not tell until he had 
the contents of the petition in his possession. 

Mr. Adams said that if the paper was sent to the 
clerk’s table it would be in possession of the house, 
and if sent to the speaker he would see what were 
its contents. Now, he (Mr. A.) wished to do no- 
thing except in submission tothe rules of the house. 
This paper purported to come from slaves, and it 
was one of those petitions which had occurred to 
his mind as not being what it dto be. It 
was signed partly 0 0 could not write, 
by making their marks, and partly by persons whose 
hand writing would manifest that they had received 
the education of slaves. And the petition declared 
itself to be from slaves, and he was requested to 
present it. He would send it to the chair. — 

Mr. Lawler objected to its going to the chair. 

The speaker said that the circumstances of the 
case were so extraordinary, that he would take the 
sense of the house on the course to be pursued. 
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Mr. Lawler wished it to appear on the journal) 
ot he had objected to the paper going to the 
r 


The speaker said the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts bad stated that the petition came from slaves; 
but it not been sent to the clerk’s table. It was 
the first time, in the recollection of the chair, that 

ons, not free, had presented a petition to this 
ouse. The chair wished to take the sense of the 
house, which he had a right to do. 

Mr. —— said he felt astonished at the course 
which had been Semin by the honorable gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, not only to-day, but every 
day for some time past, when ever petitions were 
presented; but his astonishment reached to a height 
which he felt it impossible to express, when he 
saw the gentleman rise in his place on this floor, 
and offer to present such a paper as this had been 
described to be. Mr. H. could not tell in what 
manner he would meet a proposition of this kind. 
It might be ag it more attention than it de- 
served, if he (Mr. H.) were to object to receiving 
it. He had risen mainly to express, so far as lan- 
guage could express, his unfeigned surprise that the 
gentleman from Massachusetts, or any other gentle- 
man, should ever have made a question on a paper 
of this kind. 

Mr. Adams called the gentleman from Georgia to 
order, on the ground that he was making personal 
reflections. 

Mr. Pi said that he was opposed to a pro- 
tracted discussion on the subject, which could only 
lead to useless excitement and confusion, the mat- 
ter before the house being a subject for action, not for 
debate; and was going on to say that he hoped the 
house would aet promptly and decisively, when the 
chair interposed, and 

Mr. Haynes inquired of the chair if he did not 
still hold the floor? 

The speaker said the gentleman from Georgia 
held the floor, but it was not in order to make per- 
sonal allusions. 

Mr. Haynes said, the speaker was aware that he 
was one of the last men to violate the rules adopt- 
ed for the order and government of the house. It 
was well known that, from the commencement of 


these discussions at an early day in the last session 


of congress up to this moment, his lips had been 
closed on the subject in every form; because he had 
thought that the members from his section of the 
country should be among the last to seek or pro- 
mote discussion upon it. But he would not trust 
his feelings to pursue the subject further under its 
present aspect, extraordinary as it was. The true 
motion, in his judgment, would be to move that the 
omar be rejected, subject, however, to its with- 

rawal, if the house should beeome further enlight- 
ened as to its contents. 

Mr. Lewis hoped that no motion of that kind 
would come from any gentleman from a slavehold- 
——— of the country. 

tr. Haynes said he would cheerfully withdraw 
his motion. 

Mr. Lewis said he was glad the motion was with- 
drawn. He believed that the house should punish 
severely such an infraction of its decorum and its 
rules, and he called on the members from the slave- 
holding atates to come forward now, and demand 
from the house the punishment of the gentleman 
from Massachusetts. 

Mr. Graniland, of Georgia, would second the mo- 
tion, and go all lengths in support of it. 

Mr. Lewis said that, if the house would inflict 
no punishment for such flagrant violations of 
dignity as this, it would be better for the repre- 
sentatives from the slaveholding states to go home at 
once. 

Mr. Alford inquired if the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts had certainly proposed to introduce this 
petition? 

The speaker said, the member from Massachu- 
setts had risen, and stated that he had a petition 
coming from slaves, and had inquired of the chair 
whether it would come under the order adopted by 
the house in reference to all petitions and papers on 
the subject of slavery. 

The clerk having been directed to read the mi- 
nom which he had taken at the time, read as fol- 

ows: 

“Mr. Adams presented the petition of twenty-two 
persons, declaring themselves to be slaves, and 


wished to know whether it came within the order 
of the house.” 


# Mr. Alford said that, if the gentleman from Mas- 


sachusetts intended to present this petition, he (Mr. 
Alford) the moment it was presented, should move, 
as an act of justice to the south, which he in part 
represented, and which he conceived had been 
treated with wes of that it be taken from the 
house and burnt; and he hoped that every man who 
was a friend to the constitution would support him. 





There must be an end to this constant attempt to 
raise excitement, or the union could not exist much 
longer. The moment any man should disgrace the 
government under which he lived, by presennng § 
etition from slaves praying for emancipation, he 
snes" that petition would, by order of the house, be 
committed to the flames. 
« Mr. Patton moved to suspend the rule to enable 
him to submit a motion to take from the table, to be 
Fheneafter disposed of as the house may decide, the 
per already presented by the gentleman from 
Musenghusetic, and which had been laid on the ta- 
ble under the resolution of the house; he alluded to 
the paper presented as a petition from nine ladies of 
Fredericksburg. He (Mr. P.) would state in his 
lace, and on his responsibility, that the name of no 
ady was attached to that paper. He did not be- 
lieve there was a single one of them of decent re- 
spectability. He believed the signatures to be ge- 
nuine, and he recognised only one name which he 
had known before, and that was the name of a free 
mulatto woman of the worst fame and reputation. 
He had been raised in Fredericksburg, and believ- 
ed he was acquainted with all persons of respecta- 
bility residing there, and he could say there was not 
one respectable name attached to this paper. _ 

Mr. W. Thompson asked that the petition migh 
be read, so as to render the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts amenable to the resolution which he (Mr. 
T.) proposed to offer. oe 

The speaker said it was not in order at this time. 

Mr. Robertson called for the yeas and nays on the 
motion to suspend; which were ordered, and, being 
taken, were—yeas 131, nays 50. 

So the rule was suspended. ; 

Mr. Patton said he was disposed to pursue as kind 
and respectful a course to the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, as the circumstances of the case would 
admit, so far as related to the particular question 
before the house. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts, before pre- 
senting this petition, had stated that he did not 
know who these individuals were; he did not know 
their claims to the consideration of this house, or te 
his own agency in presenting the petition. Mr. 
P. thought it was to be regretted that the gentleman 
from Massachusetts had not thought proper, but, on 
the contrary, had refused to permit him (Mr. P.) 
coming from the town from which this paper pur- 

orted to come, on a subject which the gentleman 
bnew the 


stated privately, what he had since stated publicly, 
the gentleman from Massachusetts would have per- 


again state on his 


to the gentleman from Massachusetts. 


and especially in regard to t | 
before the house, it became him to give the reasons 


the first branch of the subject, and then he would 


be willing to suspend the rules for his colleague, and | dign p' . D he fist 
would be willing to go with him in any vote to take | took his seat here, and heard daily denunciations © 
from our files the paper he wished withdrawn, and | the people whom he represented, and every vile ep! 


ee een: 


es 
add to, or detract from, the impression that th 
statement of the ag eye to the chair hy hi . 
had made. He (Mr. B.) wished now, without “ 
terruption of any other business, to progress With 
this matter until he saw and understood what coun 
tenance the gentleman from Massachusetts shoulg 
receive from the house. 
Mr. B. said he had at the last session gone f,, 
ther with and for the north on a matter nearly iden. 
tical with this, than any other man from the’ soy, 
He alluded to the admission of Michigan and Ar. 
kansas into the union. On that occasion, he haj 
said, and said undoubtingly and from his heart, tha 
there was no serious intention or wish in any ¢op. 
siderable number of the members of this house {, 
assail the interests, the rights, or the safety of th, 
south, or to throw any obstacles in the way of A;. 
kansas on account of negro slavery. On the yot, 
he found itso. He believed it then, and believes it 
now. But the countenance and support that the 
gentleman from Massachusetts may receive from 
the house in propounding to the chair his questioy 
whether slaves can petition under the rule of the 
house, or in any way, will either confirm this he. 
lief, or weaken or entirely annihilate it. 

Upon this issue would depend with him the ques. 
tion of concurrence in the feeling expressed (though 
not fully, owing to the rules of the house prevent. 
ing him from proceeding at that time), by the gallant 
and experienced member from Louisiana, that the 
time had arrived when it was the business of south. 
ern members to go home. 

Mr. Bouldin wished not to be kept in suspense 
upon this point. He wished to know whether he 
was right in believing that he was surrounded by 
brokers sitting in consultation upon the interest, the 
prosperity, happiness and glory of their common 
family and country, or whether a portion, a consi- 
derable portion, were willing to countenance a pro- 
position of this kind—a proposition that could ad. 
mit of no interpretation milder than that of a direct 
insult to the feelings of the south. The most natu. 
ral import, a direct attack upon the interest, the 
property and the safety of the slaveholding portion 
of the union. 

Mr. W. Thompson said he had risen to move as 
an amendment to the motion of the honorable gen- 
tleman from Virginia (Mr. Patton) the following 
resolution: 

Resolved, That the honorable John Quincy Adams, 


eople whom he (Mr. P.) represented, | by the attempt just made by him to introduce a pe- 
as well as himself, felt a deep and exciting inter-| tition purporting on its face to be from slaves, has 
est, to see the paper before it had been presented. | been guilty of a gross disrespect to this house, and 
He (Mr. P.) could not permit himself to believe| that he be instantly brought to the bar to receive 
that, after stating to him as he (Mr. P.) would have | the severe censure of the speaker. 


Mr. Thompson, of South Carolina, said he had al- 
ways forborne, as far as he could control his feelings, 


sisted in being the organ through whom such a pe- | from taking any eer in the discussions on this sub- 
tition should be aie pa He (Mr. P.) would| ject. He now fe 


t infinite pain in being forced, by 


onor and veracity as a man, that | an imperious sense of duty, to present the resolution 
he did not believe that there was the signature of| which he had sent to the chair. He was aware of 
any decently respectable individual in Fredericks- | the advan : 
burg attached to this paper; that the only name he | and the stations which he had filled gave him. But, 
recognised was that of a mulatto free woman of in-| sir, there is a point at which forbearance ceases 10 
famous character; and he believed that the names of| be proper. The sanctuary of age is not lightly tobe 
others were the names of free negroes, all of whom | violated; but when that sanctuary is used to throw 
he believed to be bad. He, therefore, moved that} poisoned arrows, it ceases to be sacred. The get- 
the paper which had been received and laid on the | tleman from Massachusetts offered to present a pe- 
table should be taken from the table and returned | tition from slaves, and so purporting to be on its face, 


es over him, which the gentleman's age 


in open and wilful violation of what he knew to be 


Mr. Bouldin said that, as he had just voted against | the rules of this house, and insulting to a large por 
suspending the rules, on the motion of his colleague, | tion of its members. Does the gentleman, even 1 
(Mr. Patton), and had found himself voting with | the latitude which he gives to the right of petition, 
those who, from their local situation, might be sup-| think that it includes slaves? If he does not, he has 
posed not to feel with him on the very delicate and | wilfully violated the rules of the house and the feel- 
vital subject now before the house, and as hig name | ings of its members. Does that gentleman know 
had not been recorded with the names of those with | that there are laws in all the slave states, and here, 
whom he knew he did feel and act substantially | for the punishment of those who excite insurrection: 
in every important matter peculiar to the south,|I can tell him that there are such things as grand 

ba subject matter now | juries; and if, sir, the juries of this District have, % 


I doubt not they have, proper intelligence and spit, 


for his vote. It was this: He wished to dispose of| he may yet be made amenable to another tribunal, 


and we may yet see an incendiary brought to con- 
unishment. Mr. T. said that, when he first 


which was well calculated to throw disgrace and | thet heaped upon them—a people for whom he clail- 


contempt on the proceedin 
willing the resolution an 


it, in or out of this house. 


face of it, appeared to be slaves, and had announc- 


paper. 





But the gentleman from Massachusetts had offer- | commentary upon the wear and te: 
ed in the house the memorial of those who, on the| ing, and the cooling of that just indignation whic 


of the house. He was | ed, to say the very least, the proudest equality—h¢ 
wish of his colleague | was excited almost to the 
should prevail, and that the paper should be return- | found himself sitting re 
ed to the venerable gentleman from Massachusetts, | when he saw his new colleagues, not more excitable 
to make what mischief he could or he chose from | than he was, in the same state of feeling in which he 


int of frenzy. Now he 
uietly under these things, 


was at the last session. Sir, it is a most instructive 
adual wear and tear of feel- 


every southern man should feel. Sir, if I desired 


ed to the chair and to the house that such was the | the breaking up of this government, I should thank 


the gentleman from Massachusetts for his course 0? 


r. B. said he did not care a rush whether the| this subject. All we desire, sir, is an issue, @ ot 
paper went to the chair or not. Nothing that that| and distinct issue. If gentlemen think slavery 4 
gentleman could say or do in relation to it could 





abomination, and that they have aright to abolish i’ 
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—— > ee ene = 
t th sy not come up to the point, and say so? I will; only one year ago, were as much opposed to the; any proper course for arresting these attempts to 
y hi . 1 ve them for all the past if they will do it. We abolition of slavery as any man in this house, but! procure the action of the house in relation to the 
at in “i then, sir, soon, very soon, settle this question |who are now found within its ranks. These, he | abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia, or 
‘with po had said, were not ordinary citizens, but those who|any where else. He should be ready to go to the 
ni . +. Haynes said that, believing the object of the | stood forth to the community in that enviable relief | utmost extent of his constitutional powers to arrest 
howl vatleman from South Carolina might be more rea- | which talent gives to virtue. It was not to be dis- | that action either by the legislative intervention of 
“1y obtained by a resolution in a different form, he eae and he felt bound to declare, that, if the | the house in its ordinary course, or by refusing to 

€ far rould send to the table the following amendment:— | house wished to forward the cause of abolition, they | receive the petitions, or by inflicting censure on 
iden. strike out all after “Resolved,” and insert— would pass these hasty resolutions. No man in this | members transgressing the bounds of their duty to 
outh That John Quincy Adams, a representative from | nation held the right of petition under the constitu- keep up an excitement on the subject. But let us 
d Ar. » state of Massachusetts, has rendered himself} tion more sacred than he did; but it was due to him- | know (said Mr. P.) what we are doing. Suppose 
e had sily liable to the severest censure of this house, and | self to repeat, what he had heretofore stated, that so | that this petition was a quiz, and that, so far from 
that censured accordingly, for having attempted to pre- | long as the states of Maryland and Virginia should | being a petition for the abolition of slavery, it was 
con. Migent to the house the petition of slaves. continue their present policy, he did not believe that | a petition for a very different thing. Mr. P. would 
Se to Mr. Granger said this was a question of extreme {congress had any just power to interfere in this object as much to the one proposition being present- 
Mf the slicacy; and one which he hoped would not be abit nor that either philanthropy or patriotism ed here as the other. But let the house before it in- 
f Ar. Mlplosed by the previous question. His honorable | d@manded it; that in his opinion, at the time of the | volved itself in this solemn proceeding, before it took 















































‘ond from Massachusetts (Mr. Adams) knew that 


ves i , man in this house had more sincerely stood b 
t the [him on the right of petition than he (Mr. G.) had. 
from athe (Mr. G.) must express his surprise that, with 


sper3 ia his hand from sources of which he was 


Stion 
mnorant, and of ti 


of the 
1S be. 


he genuineness of which he has 
xpressed a doubt, he (Mr. A.) should have assum- 
| the responsibility he had this day assumed. He 
Mr. G.) was surprised that that gentleman, hold- 


a ny the right of petition as one of the most sacred 
vent. [penis granted to this people, should ever have cheap- 
allant ned the value of that right by presenting indiserimi- 
t the tely papers enclosed to him, (Mr. A.) when he 
outh. as himself ignorant of the names, condition, or 


aracters of those who forwarded them. He was 


» more surprised that a paper from this immediate 


pense ; 

or he [mapicinity, and purporting to bear the signatures of 
ed by JMmhose who are represented by a gentleman (Mr, 
t, the MmPation) sitting on the left of the gentleman from 


assachusetts, and with whom that gentleman was 
n intimate terms, should have been presented to 
his house without some inquiry having been made 

to the character of those whose names were at- 
ached to the petition, or without the gentleman 


1mon 
‘ONsi- 
| pro- 
d ad- 
lirect 


natu. [eg Mr. A.) being possessed of, or having guarded him- 
, the elf by, the requisite information in relation to the 
tion Meepetition he was about to present. It was well known 


at no man here deprecated more than he (Mr. G.) 
id the decision of the chair in tying down members 
f the house under the resolution of the last and the 
resent year. It was due to the gentleman whom 
e had in his eye, (Mr. W. Thompson) to say that 
ebelieved he (Mr. T.) had invariably voted against 
t 


ve as 


gens 
Wing 


lams, 
a pe- 
:, has 
’ and 
ceive 


Mr. Thompson explained that he had voted against 
ne resolution, because he thought that the petitions 
should not be received, but instantly rejected. 
Mr.G.resumed. What was the position in which 
ve are now placed by the adoption of that resolu- 
ion? It was that all papers, in advance, having re- 
erence, immediately or remotely, to the subject of 
lavery, no matter how offensive in its object, or dis- 
eputable in its terms, or how respectful, were car- 
ied to the speaker’s table. Instead of securing to 
he people of this country the sacred right of peti- 
on, with every paper to be passed upon, if not by 
he judgment of the person presenting it, at least by 
he judgment of the house, this stifling resolution 
ad been the vehicle of carrying on to the records of 
he house documents that should never have been 
placed there, and of excluding those which were en- 


id al- 
lings, 
sub- 
d, by 
ution 
re of 
sage 
But, 
es to 
to be 
hrow 
gen: 
A pe- 


face, fmetled to its consideration. It had probably placed 
fo be fe” the table papers which never ought to have been 
por fmedinitted, and it had shut out from the people of this 
on iD ountry the full and free right of having their peti- 
tion, Ns presented here, and of being heard upon them. 
» has Mr. G. said he had regretted as much as the gen- 
feel. eéman from South Carolina (Mr. Thompson), or the 
now fieotleman from Virginia (Mr. Patton), that this pa- 


rere, 


pet should have been presented. As amember of 
tion’ 


ls house, he (Mr. G.) considered the right of pe- 


rand ition sacred, but he also considered himself bound, 
e, a8 Po the exercise of that right, to guaranty to the house 
virit, eetat the paper he offered was one, the responsibility 
inal, ee! Which, so far as presenting it was concerned, rest- 


con- 
first 


‘don his shoulders. It did not follow that he ap- 
Proved or disapproved the object of the petition be- 


»s of MCAuse he presented it; but it was due to the house, 
epi- HF" presentinz it, to say that he believed it to be such 
uim- #* Paper as a member had a right, and was bound, to 
_-he resent to an American congress; and he could not 


y he hink that the honorable gentleman from Massachu- 





ngs, #°*tls could strengthen the right of petition by pre- 
abl ‘enting a paper in the manner in which this had 
hhe Mm een offered. 

tive IB. This question, as now presented, was one of deep 
eel- Mitterest. He felt bound to say that a certain class 
jich FB the community were too ready to change their 
ired #5'Ound, and to hide their opinions on the abolition 
ank [#° slavery under the denial of the right of petition. 
2 on ¢ had in his mind men, not ordinary men, who, 
fair § feeling that this right has been unjustly abridged, 
rari Rave enlisted themselves in a causein which they 
hi’, #¥Ould never otherwise have engaged; men who, | 


cession of this District, it was no more contemplated 
that slavery should be abolished here before it was 
in the surrounding country, than that this territory 
should continue in its present position after the ad- 
joining states by which it had been ceded should 
have changed theirs. But he would say to the gen- 
tlemen from South Carolina, (Mr. Thompson), and 
from Georgia, (Mr. Haynes), that, if this resolution 
was pushed to a vote of censure, its effect on the 
community would be most serious. 

What was the position of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts? He (Mr. A.) had requested in- 
structions, had asked the decision of the chair as to 
his right to present the petition, and whether it came 
within the resolution of the house to which he had 
referred. Before the decision of the chair had been 
announced, and whilst the house remained in igno- 
rance even of the gentleman’s own opinions as to 
the propriety of presenting it, a resolution was in- 
troduced, which, in effect, went to censure him for 
asking the decision of the chair, aud which decision 
had not yet been announced. If these proceedings 
must be carried on, for pity’s sake, at least, let the 
opinion of the person presenting it be l:nown; let 
him at least declare in his place that he claimed the 
right to present the petition. It will then be time 
enough to act upon these resolutions, and then be 
matter of sufficient doubt whether they should be 
passed, or whether any member should be censured 
for what he considered an honest discharge of his 
duty. 

He could not conclude without expressing his re- 
gret at the occurrence of this morning, and his firm 
conviction that the course of the gentleman from 
Massachusetts, so far from rendering the right of 
petition more sacred, was calculated to render it a 
mere bauble, to be played with; and he objected to 
having the right of petition, inalienable in his con- 
stituents, tried by any such issue as could be made 
upon the papers which the venerable gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. Adams) had last presented. 

Mr. D. H. Lewis offered the following amend- 
ment, which he suggested to his friend from South 
Carolina (Mr. Thompson) to accept asa modification: 

Resolved, That John Quincy Adams, a nember from 
the state of Massachusetts, by bis attempt to intro- 
duce into this house a petition from slaves, for the 


abolition o very in the District of Columbia, com- 
mitf@f"an ae On the*riehts~and feelings of a 
large portion of the people of this union; a flagrant 
contempt on the dignity of this house; and, by ex- 
tending to slavesa privilege only belonging to free- 
men, directly invites the slave population to insur- 
rection; and that the said member be forthwith call- 
ed to the bar of the house, and be censured by the 
speaker. 

Mr. W. Thompson accepted the modification. 

Mr. Lewis said that, as a member from the south, 
he was not disposed to argue this question here. He 
wished to see whether there was the power or the 
will to discountenance such proceedings as these.— 
If not, the members from the south had better go 
home and prepare to protect themselves. 

Mr. Patton said he thought the house was pro- 
ceeding rather harshly in this matter. The resolu- 
tion, in the form in which it now stood, asserted two 
facts, of which he would desire to be certified before 
he gave his vote upon it. He knew nothing of the 
character of the paper, for the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts (Mr..4dams) had preserved towards him 
the same silence as on the other paper, purporting 
to come from Fredericksburg. 

But the resolution asserted two facts—Ist. That 
the paper was a petition by slaves for the abolition 
of slavery. Was that the fact? Was any gentleman 
here authorised to state that; this was a paper for the 
abolition of slavery? It was essentially important, 
before the house was calied on to act, that they 
should know whether thie was the fact or not. 

The resolution asserted also another fact—that the 
gentlemanfromMassactiusetts attempted to offer 
this petition. He -J’,) understood that this was 
not the fact. He.thouglat he should be diepotee to 
go as faras those who would fofurtltest ti adopting 


this decided and hazardous step of bringing to the 
bar of the house a member of its body as having vio- 
lated its rights, know on what grounds they were 
proceeding. 

Were the facts as they were stated to be? Had 
any such petition been presented or offered by a 
member of the house? He regretted to be involved 
in this excitement on grounds which might turn out 
to be more of a farce than a tragedy. He expected 
it would be found that neither the one fact nor the 
other, assumed in the resolution, was true. 

Mr. Adams then rose and said he did not know 
under what rule of the house the several resolutions 
which had been presented in relation to himself had 
taken the place of the resolution or motion submit- 
ted by his friend from Virginia (Mr. Patton), nor 
how it had happened that this matter had come under 
the consideration of the house, whilst a question was 
pending whether a paper previously presented by 
him (Mr. A.) should be taken from the speaker’s 
table and returned tohim. The speaker, he pre- 
sumed, knew how this had come about. 

The speaker explained that this had ben effected 
under the operation of that well-established parlia- 
mentary law, which gave precedence to questions 
of privilege over all other business. 

Mr. A. Well, sir, I am satisfied. 

In regard to the resolutions now before the house, 
as they all concur in naming me, and in charging 
me with high crimes and misdemeanors, and in 
calling me to the bar of the house to answer for my 
crimes, I have thought it was my duty to remain 
silent until it should be the pleasure of the house to 
act either on one or other of these resolutions. I 
suppose that if I shal] be brought to the bar of the 
house, I shall not be struck mute by the previous 
question, before I have an opportunity to say a 
word or two in my own defence. 

# But, sir, gentlemen are really consuming the 
time of the house in such a manner, that I think 
the obligation rests upon me to ask them to modify 
their resolution. It may be as severe as they pro- 
pose; but I ask them to change the matter of fact 
a little, so that when I come to the bar, I may not, 
in one single word, put an end to their resolution. 

The gentlemen, who have such a laudable zeal 
for the slaveholding portion of this confederacy, 
and I do not censure them for that zeal, charge 
upon me, first, that I attempted to present a peti- 
tion from slaves; and, secondly, that that petition 
was for their emancipation from slavery. I did not 
present the petition, and I peer to the speaker to 
say that I did not. I said I had a paper, purporting 
to be a petition from slaves; I did not say what the 
prayer of the petition was; I said it was a paper 
purporting to be a petition from slaves, signed 
partly by crosses for signatures, and partly by let- 
ters, scarcely legible, purporting to be names. I 
asked the speaker whether he considered such a 

aper as included within the general order of the 

ouse, that all petitions, memorials, resolutions and 
papers, relating in any way, or to any extent what- 
ever, to the subject of slavery, should be laid on 
the table. I intended to take the decision of the 
speaker before I went one step towards presenting, 
or offering to present, that petition. I stated dis- 
tinctly to the speaker that I should not send the 
paper to the table, until the question was decided, 
whether a paper from persons declaring themselves 
slaves was included within the order of the house. 
This is the fact. 

Now, as to the fact what the petition was for. I 
simply state to the gentleman from Alabama, (Mr. 
Lewis), who has sent to the table a resolution, as- 
suming that this petition was ior the abolition of 
slavery; I state to him that he is mistaken. He 
must amend his resolution; for, if the house should 
choose to read this petition, I cn state to them 
they would find it something ver y much the reverse 
of that which the resolution states it to be; and if 
the gentleman from Alaba’na still shall choose to 
bring me to the bar of tb’e house, he must amend 
his resolution in a ver y important particular; for 





he probably may hay’; to put into it, that my crime 
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has been for attempting to introduce the petition of 
slaves that slavery should not be abolished. This 
is possible, sir. I say, then, the gentleman must 
amend his resolution; and I take it for granted that 
he and the house will be under the necessity of see- 
ing what that petition is, and that they must not take 
it even from my representation. This representa- 
tion I am perfectly willing to make, if the house 
shall think fit that the petition should be received 
and considered; and I shall be willing to do almost 
any thing, except to grant the ia er of the peti- 
tion; for, the gentleman from Alabama may, per- 
chance, find that the object of the petition is pre- 
cisely that which he desires to accomplish; and that 
these slaves, who have sent this paper to me, are 
his auxiliaries, instead of being his opponents. I 
state these facts for the consideration of the house. 


possible that this house, which seems to consider it 
so great a crime to attempt to offer a petition from 
slaves, may, for aught I know, say that freemen, if 
not of the carnation, shall be deprived of the right 
of petition, in the sense of the house. It is possi- 
ble, sir, that had I known the petition from F'rede- 
ricksburg to have been from colored people, I might 
have taken into my consideration the question, not 
whether I ought to present the petition to the 
house, but whether, in the temper of this house, it 
would be prudent for me to present it. Sir, I did not 
know that these were colored women. The peti- 
tion was sent without any indication of the color or 
condition of those who sent it. At all events, it 
did not purport to come from slaves; and when the 
paper which I last held in my hand came to me as 
a petition from persons declaring themselves to be 


I shall not present the petition until the decision of | slaves, I did not present it, but I asked the speaker 


the house has been announced, and { am disposed 
to be perfectly submissive to that decision, what- 
ever it may be. 

Whilst Iam up, Mr. ag I feel it necessa- 
ry to say one word in reply to the observations of 
a gentleman for whom r entertain a profound re- 
oo and who, on this occasion, has not felt as 
those gentlemen who have entirely misunderstood 
the course [ was pursuing, and the nature of the 
paper on which I asked the direction of the speaker. 

allude to the gentleman from New York, (Mr. 
Granger), who has expressed his regret at the 
course I have this day adopted. 

Sir, it is well known to all the members of this 
house; it is certainly well known to all petitioners 
for the abolition of slavery in the District of Colum- 
bia, that from the day I entered this house down to 
the present moment, I have invariably here, and 
invariably elsewhere, declared my opinions to be 
adverse to the prayer of petitions which call for the 
abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia.— 
But, sir, it is equally well known that, from the 
time | entered this house down to the present day, 
I have felt it a sacred duty to present any petition, 
couched in respectful language, from any citizen 
of the United States, be its object what it may; be 
the prayer of it that in which I could concur, or 
that to which I was utterly opposed. It is for 
the sacredness of the right of petition that I have 
adopted this course; and when my friend from N. 
York (Mr. Granger) intimated his opinion—not 
directly expressed, but be the necessary inference 
of his remarks—that, before presenting a paper 

urporting to be a petition from certain ladies of 
Fredertelisbieg, I ought to have shown it to m 
friend and neighbor here, (Mr. Patton), and to have 
followed the advice which he.would have given, I 
reply tothe gentleman (Mr. G.) that such is not 


my opinion in regard to the right of petition. I, 


did avoid showing my friend the petition, because 
I had every reason to believe that, if I did, he 
would exercise his influence over my mind—and 
that influence is great in every thing in which my 
duty does not interpose a barrier against its exer- 
cise—and that his advice would have been that I 
should not present the petition. I did not choose 
to place myself in this position. I adhere to the 
right of petition; and let me say here that, let the 
petition be, as the gentleman from Virginia has 
stated, from free negroes—prostitutes, as he sup- 
poses, for he says there is one such on the paper, 
and he infers that the rest are of the same descrip- 
tion—that had not altered my opinion at all.— 
Where is your law which says that the mean, and 
the low, and the degraded, shall be deprived of the 
right of petition, if their moral eharacter is not 
good? here, in the land of freemen, was the 
right of petition ever placed on the exclusive basis 
of morality and virtue? Petition is supplication— 
it is entreaty—it is prayer! and where is the degree 
of vice or immorality which shall deprive-the citi- 
zen of the right to supplicate for a boon, or to pra 
for mercy? Where is such a law to be found? It 
does not belong to the most abject despotism.— 
There is no absolute monarch on earth, who is not 
compelled by the constitution of his country to re- 
ceive the Porm of his people, whosoever the 
may be. The sultan of Constantinople cannot walk 
the streets and refuse to receive petitions from the 
meanest and the vilest in the land. This is the 
law even of despotism. And what does your law | 
say? Does it say that, before presenting a petition, 
you shall look into it, and see whether it comes 
from the virtuous, and the great, and the mighty? 
No, sir, it _ no such thing; the right of petition 
belongs toall: And, so far from refusing to present 
a petition because it might come from those low in 
the estimation of the world, it would be an addi- 
tional incentive, if such incentive were wanting. 
This I say to my friend from Virginia, (Mr. Pat- 
ton). 

But I must admit that when color comes into the 
question, there may be other considerations. It is 


-_— 


if it came within the general order of the house. I 
am still waiting for that decision, and if it should 
be the decision of the speaker that the petition can- 
not be received, because it comes from slaves, I 
shall submit to the determination of the house. If 
the house think proper to receive the petition, I 
shall present it. 

Mr. Mann, of New York, obtained the floer, and 
said that the future historian, when arriving at the 
transactions of the twenty-fourth congress, would 
find it requisite to pause and contemplate the spec- 
tacle now before us and the American people. He 
will be at fault to discover the cause for the scenes 
now presented; and contemplating the nature of 
our political institutions, tracing their formation 
and establishment, he will find nothing which 
would necessarily produce or justify the course of 
proceedings which have occurred here for the last 
and present sitting of congress. Sir, (said Mr. M.) 
why is it then that we are weekly, and almost 
daily, drawn into the consideration of abstract, im- 
practical, and Mr. M. said he must be permitted to 
say, improper, if not reprehensible subjects, by the 
course adopted by the venerable member from 
Massachusetts? (Mr. 4dams). Is it from any de- 
fect in the forms or principles of our proceedings? 
Is it inherent in the compact upon which rests all 
that is valuable in our institutions? Is it to be 
found and justified in the condition and circum- 
stances of our country? Can it be traced to a want 
of patriotic devotion in any considerable portion of 
our country to the union? Would it be charitable 
to attribute it to any disappointment of individual 
ambition, seeking revenge for such disappointment 


y |in attempting to win that which it could not rule? 


On no one of these inquiries, Mr. Speaker, No 
Mr. M.) can we find a satisfactory solution of the 
ad ait why we are now presenting to the country 
|the deplorable spectacle, shown off every petition 
day, by the honorable member from Massachusetts, 
in presenting the abolition petitions of his infatuated 
friends and constituents. The house has, with a 
unanimity almost unparalleled, prescribed a rule for 
its government in respect to these petitions, with 
which it is, upon experience, as well (Mr. M. ven- 


parties, in every portion of the confederacy, well 
satisfied. Yet the honorable member has made 
himself to believe that it wasehis dtty; against 
the sense of the whole house, (Mr. M. believed 
with but few exceptions), against the sense of 
the whole country, including his own political 
friends, (if any he has), to resist the execution of 
that rule with a degree of violence paralleled only 
by revolutionary madness of desperation. Sir, (said 
Mr. M.) it becomes me, the house, and the country, 
to” remember that the venerable gentle:aan from 
Massachusetts has occupied the executive chair, 
and administered the duties of the highest office of 
the civilized world. And it becomes us also to re- 
spect his gray hairs, his old age, his long public ser- 


y | vices, and to seek out apologies and excuses in his 


behalf, if possible, for the obstinacy and ebullitions 
of temper which on these occasions he so often ex- 
hibits, and which is so much opposed to cool de li- 
beration and the dignity of the proceedings of tais 
house. Thus shielded and protected by his age and 
paouie character, it has been muatter of surprise to 
hose who are not spectators of our proceedings, 
that a member of his great learning and experience 
should so far forget his dignity :1s to presume upon 
that age and character as a license to him to annoy 
and trifle with the house and its most solemn and 
satisfactory regulationy . 

Sir, (said Mr. M.) while we contemplate the 
character and respect the age of the honorable mem- 
ber, charity elgims that \ye should also remember 
the frailty of our nature, a nd that man is mortal.— 
It would be unjust to belie ve that, in the prime and 
vigor of manhood, the ho norable member would 
have "ee the course of ; vction which, at this late 
period of his life, seems to, :ontrol him. The high 
noon-tide of that life has 1 ong since passed with 





tured the opinion), as the considerate men of all} #8 


him, and its wane is no doubt upon him, befor 
is either aware or sensible of it; for it cannot be be 
lieved that, in the days of his more acute percer, 
tions, he could have yielded to influences whe 
now seem to have the mastery. ie 


In this, (Mr. M. said), by the aid of liberal 
rity, he found both the cause and apology {o, th, 
course of proceedings adopted by the membe; a 
for the consequent disorders and delays Which o 
cur in our proceedings. Sir, let me not be mig, 
derstood, for although the honorable member js ;, 
advanced into the autumn of his career, yet (Mr 
M. said) he entertained a veneration for his lean 
ing and experience which he should always cherig, 
with pride. 

But, Mr. Speaker, (said Mr. M.) the PTOCEEdingy 
of this day should admonish us of the danger of}, 
ing thrown into unusual excitements, and acting ha, 
tily under such influences. Mr. M. said he y 
aware of the nature of the petition which the hong. 
able member had offered before he had, by inne,, 
does, explained it; but some gentlemen had SUppos. 
ed that it affected the constitutional rights of thei, 
states—their rights to their slave property; and, 
supposing this, it was very natural for them to } 
suddenly alarmed. 


It now, however, appears probable, that som 
mischievous persons have trifled with the honora}j, 
member from Massachusetts, and he, in turn, seek; 
to trifle with the house and country, by treating 
with seriousness that which was probably, in jt 
origin, levity. ‘The resolution to censure the honor. 
able member is not, it seems, framed upon the rey] 
facts of the case, and assumes too much; and, as jt 
now stands, cannot be maintained. It should de. 
scribe truly the matters to justify its adoption. Mr, 
M. would have no hesitation, when the honorable 
member shall be guilty of a violation of the rule 
and rights of the Satis: and that violation shall be 
apparent, to vote any censure merited by the of. 
fence; and this, too, notwithstanding his age and 
character, because he is not elevated above law by 
any age or any character. 


Mr. M. said he had always viewed this question 
of abolition and its progress with the deepest solici- 
tude, as affecting the political integrity of the eon- 
federacy. In the formation of this union it was, as 
we wil know, one of the greatest obstacles to be 
overcome, and was only surmounted by a spirit of 
concession and compromise, which it is feared does 
not exist now. In that compromise, we of the free 
states agreed to the doctrine of non-interference in 
the domestic institutions and concerns of the others. 
Some few of our people, however, pretending toa 
holy zeal, worthy of a better and more lawful cause, 
influenced by what they claim to be paramount con- 
siderations to the obligations of the constitution, and 
the integrity of the republic, regardless of conse- 
quences, insidiously violate the spirit of the com- 
pact by interfering with the subject in this District. 
And we are now again called upon by our southern 
brethren to know whether we will live up to the 
eement we have made; whether we will keep 
the faith and perform our bargain. This is the true 

uestion propounded to us in all these proceedings. 
and, Mr. Speaker (said Mr. M.) as for me and my 
househould, my constituents and friends, I say, 
without reservation, we will. Is there a patriotic 
heart in this hall, in this nation; is there a friend to 
the welfare of the republic, who can answer that he 
will not? Mr. M. did not believe there was one; 
and he therefore asked that honorable members 
from the south should give themselves no uneasi- 
ness on account of these ill-advised proceedings. 
Mr. M. relied upon the patriotism and good faith of 
the people of the north to abide by the compact they 
have made. He knew that this reliance would not 
fail. 

Mr. Thompson said he was sorry to see the air of 
levity which it is attempted to throw over this mat- 
ter. He felt very differently. What, sir, is it @ 
mere trifle to hoax, to trifle with the members from 
the south in this way, and on this subject? Is ita 
light thing, for the amusement of others, to irritate, 
almost to madness, the whole delegation from the 
slave states? Sir, it is an aggravation. It 1s intl- 
mated that the petition does not pray for the aboli- 
tion of slavery, but a very different object. It makes 
not the slightest difference; it is the attempt to in- 
troduce a petition from slaves for any object; as 1n- 
solent if it be for one purpose as for another. It's 
the naked fact of the presentation of a petition from 
slaves. But, sir, there is another view of this mat- 
ter, which, in my judgment, makes the thing worse. 
The gentleman from Massachusetts had been preé- 
senting abolition petitions all the morning. It aly 
daily labor of love, and I appeal to every mem Z 
on the floor if the conduct of the member was no 
such as to induce every one to believe that it hie 
an abolition petition. He allowed resolutions to be 
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ed on that supposition, and speeches to be 
ania so the house. This triflin 
.; an additional contempt of the house; how muc! 
fitting the age and standing of the gentleman, it 
. not for me to say. Bs OO, i 

Mr. T. then further modified his resolution by 
pstituting the three following resolutions: 

1, Resolved, That the hon. John Q. Adams, by 
» effort to present a petition from slaves, has com- 
sitted a gross contempt of this house. 

9, Resolved, That the member from Massachu- 
tts above named, by creating the impression, and 
howing the house, under that impression, that the 
,id petition was for the abolition of slavery when 
> knew that it was not, has trifled with the house. 
3, Resolved, That the hon. John Q. Adams receive 
ye censure of the house for his conduct referred to 














© Wa IM, the preceding resolutions. 
ono. J The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
Nien. Mpickens, Cambreleng, D. H. Lewis, Glascock, Pinck- 
a ws y, Lawler and Jentfer; 

elr 


When, without taking the question, the house ad- 
purned. 

Tuesday, Feb. 7. The journal having been read, 
r, ddams expressed his apprehension that there 
rag an omission in it. He thought there were 

















Orable Mather members than those from South Carolina 
seeks MgMr. W. Thompson) and Georgia (Mr. Haynes) 
eating Fwho had moved resolutions of censure upon him.— 
In ity HM, A. thought that a resolution of that character 
\onor- [Had been offered by the gentleman from Alabama 
€ real MgMr. Lewis). 

































The speaker said the entry on the journal was, 
d de. [ghat the gentleman from South Carolina, on the sug- 
Mr. (Bigestion of the gentleman from Alabama, (Mr. Lew- 
rable Hs), modified his resolution, &c. 
rules Mr. Adams said he understood that the gentleman 
all be ftom Alabama had presented his amendment as a 
1€ of- B@istinct proposition. 
> and $F The speaker said the resolution had been accept- 
iw by [ad as a modification by the gentleman from South 
arolina. 
estion [Fy Mr. Adams said he wished that every member 
‘olici. who had olfered a proposition to pass a resolution 
Con censure on him should appear on the journal as 
as, as gubdmitting the proposition. 
to be J After some desultory conversation, Mr. Adams 
irit of (moved so to amend the journal as that it should ap- 
| does MRpear thereon that the gentleman from Alabama 
e free HeMr. Lewis) further moved to amend the resolu- 
ce in Mon, and that the gentleman from South Carolina 
thers, MaMr. 1. Thompson) accepted the amendment as a 
+ toa Pmodification. 
ause, J The arsendment was agreed to. 
teon- JB The house resumed the consideration of the ques- 
|, and #RMon of privilege, under consideration at the adjourn- 
onse- fMment of the house last evening; the pending ques- 
com on being on the amendment of Mr. Haynes to the 
trict ree resolutions offered by Mr. W. Thompson, as a 
thern (M@ubstitute for his original resolution, and which 
o the bstitute reads as follows: 
keep #1. Resolved, That the hon. John Q. Adams, by an 
true [§@fort to present a petition from slaves, has commit- 
ings, [Reed a gross contempt of this house. 
1 my 2 Resolved, That the member from Massachu- 
say, #B@etts, above named, by creating the impression, and 
jotic #Raving the house under the impression, that the 
id to [MR*ld petition was for the abolition of slavery, when 
at he € knew that it was not, has trifled with the house. 
one; 3. Resolved, That the hon. John Q. Adams re- 
bers RRelve the censure of this house for his conduct re- 
easi- f@merred to in the preceding resolutions. 
ings. The amendment of Mr. Haynes is in the follow- 
th of & words: 
sr — out all after the word “Resolved,” and in- 
no me, 

“That John Quincy Adams, a representative from 
ir of ¢ state of Massachusetts, has rendered himself 
mat- (getly liable to the severest censure of this house, 
it a fed is censured accordingly, for having attempted 
from ) present to the house the petition of slaves.” 
ita om, the pending question was on this amend- 
tate, ‘ 
the br a was resumed, and the house was ad- 
inti: fe ““Se¢ at very great length by Messrs. Jenifer, 
voli elas and pete fast fi 
kes '. Dromgoole suggested to the gentleman from 
vine JR eUth Carolina (Mr. Thompson) to accept the fol- 
ine (ng as a substitute for his three resolutions: 
it is Resolved, That the hon. John Q. Adams, a mem- 
rom fm Of the house, by stating in his place that he had 
ak his possession a paper, purporting to be a petition 
rse. fe” slaves, and inquiring if it was within the 
pre- fe “@nlng of a resolution heretofore adopted, (as 
his @eiminary to its presentation), has given color to 
ber [—;° dea that slaves have the right to petition, and 
not his readiness to be their organ; and that, for the 
was [e“e, he deserves the censure of this house. 

» be Resolved, That the aforesaid J. Q. Adams receive 


‘ensure from the speaker, in the presence of the 
ousé of representatives. 








Mr. W. Thompson accepted the modification. 

And the question recurring on the amendment of 
Mr. Haynes— 

Mr. H. with a view to aid in bringing the sub- 
ject to speedier action, withdrew his amendment. 

And the question recurring on the modified reso- 
lution of Mr. W. Thompson— 

The debate was continued by Messrs. Elmore, 
Pickens, Cambreleng, (in explanation); Lawler, 
Graves, Roberison, Granger, (in explanation); Al- 
ford, Holsey, Lincoln and Bynum. 

Mr. Bynum moved to amend the modified resolu- 
tion by sustituting the following: 

Strike out all after the word “Resolved,” and in- 
sert: 

That any attempt to present any petition or me- 
moria] from any slave or slaves, negro or free ne- 

roes, from any part of the union, is a contempt of the 

ouse, calculated to embroil it in strife and confu- 
sion, incompatible with the dignity of the body; 
and any member guilty of the same justly subjects 
himself to the censure of the house. 

Resolved, further, That a committee be appoint- 
ed to inquire into the fact whether any such at- 
tempt has been made by any member of the house, 
and report the same as soon as practicable. 

The debate was continued by Mr. Graves, in op- 
position to the resolution. 

Mr. Phillips inquired what was the question be- 
fore the house? 

The chair said the amendment proposed by the 
gentleman from North Carolina, (Mr. Bynum). 

Mr. P. then raised the point of order, that that 
amendment was not in order; that the question, if 
this amendment were allowed, would cease to be a 
question of privilege, inasmuch as the two resolu- 
tions changed the nature of the inquiry, and, there- 
fore, he contended they were not in order. 

The speaker expressed his decided opinion that 
the resolutions were in order; and, after some de- 
sultory conversation, the point of order was with- 
drawn. 

Mr. Patton moved the amendment by striking 
out all after the word “Resolved,” and inserting as 
follows: 

That the right of petition does not belong to 
the slaves of this union, and that no petition from 
them can be presented to this house without dero- 
gating from the rights of the slaveholding states, 
and endangering the integrity of the union. 

Resolved, That any member who shall hereafter 
present any such petition to the house ought to be 
considered as regardless of the feelings of the house, 
the rights of the south, and an enemy to the union. 

Resolved, That the hon. J. Q. Adams having so- 
lemnly disclaimed all design of doing any thing dis- 
respectful to the house, in the inquiry he made of 
the speaker as to the petition purporting to be from 
slaves, and having avowed his intention not to offer 
to present the petition ii the house was of grt 
that it ought not to be presented; therefore all fur- 
ther proceedings in regard to his conduct now cease. 

The debate was continued by Messrs. W. Thomp- 
son, Adams, (in explanation); Calhoon, of Ken- 
tucky, and Cushing. 

Mr. French obtained the floor and intimated his 
desire to address the house; but not feeling himself 
capable, at this late hour, of submitting his remarks, 
he would, he said, be glad if the house would in- 
dulge him with an adjournment; and he made that 
motion. 

Mr. Cambreleng called for the yeas and nays, 
which were refused. 

And, the question being taken, the motion to ad- 
journ waa decided in the affirmative—ayes 101, 
noes 34. 

So, at 6 o’clock, the house adjourned. 

Wednesday, Feb.8. [As before stated, the further 
consideration of the subject was postponed until 
to-morrow. ] : q 

Thursday, Feb. 9. The unfinished business was 
the question of privilege under consideration at the 
hour of adjournment on Tuesday last. 

The question before the house was on the follow- 
ing modified resolution of Mr. W. Thompson: 

Resolved, That the hon. John Q. Adams, a member 
of the house, by stating in his place that he had in 
his possession a paper, purporting to be a petition 
from slaves, and inquiring if it was within the mean- 
ing of a resolution heretofore adopted, (as prelimi- 
nary to its presentation), has given color to the idea 
that slaves lease the right to petition, and of his rea- 
diness to be their organ; and that, for the same, he 
deserves the censure of this house. 

Resolved, That the aforesaid J. Q. Adams receive 
a censure from the speaker, in the presence of the 
house of representatives. 

To which the following amendment was hereto- 
fore offered by Mr. Bynum: 

Strike out all after the word “Resolved,” and in- 
sert: 




































































That any attempt to present any petition or me- 
morial from any slave or slaves, negro or free ne- 
groes, from any part of the union, is a contempt of 
the house, calculated to embroil it in strife and con- 
fusion, incompatible with the dignity of the body; 
and any member guilty of the same justly subjects 
himself to the censure of the house. 

Resolved, further, That a committee be appointed 
to inquire into the fact whether any such attempt 
has been made by any member of the house, and re- 
port the same as soon as practicable. 

To which amendment Mr. Patton heretofore of- 
fered the following amendment: 

That the right of petition does not belong to the 
slaves of this union, and that no petition from them 
can be presented to this house without derogating 
from the rights of the slaveholding states, and en- 
dangering the integrity of the union. 

Resolved, That any member who shall hereafter 
present any such petition to the house ought to be 
considered as regardless of the feelings of the house, 
the rights of the south, and an enemy to the union. 

Resolved, That the hon. J. Q. Adams having so- 
lemnly disclaimed all design of doing oy thing dis- 
respectful to the house, in the inquiry he made of 
the speaker as to the petition purporting to be from 
slaves, and having avowed hisintention not to offer 
to present the petition if the house was of opinion 
that it ought not to be presented, therefore all fur- 
ther proceedings in regard to his conduct now cease. 

And the question immediately pending was on 
the amendment to the amendment last given. 

Mr. French, who was entitled to the floor, address- 
ed the house at length, in support of the resolution. 

Mr. Milligan, after some prefatory remarks in op- 
position to all the propositions which had been sub- 
mitted in relation to the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts, and after expressing his conviction that no 
practical good coil result from the discussion, mov- 
ed to lay the whole subject on the table. 

Mr. Gholson called for the yeas and nays on that 
motion. 

Mr. Adams asked the house to consider the situa- 
tion in which he stood. He stood here in a double 
capacity; first as a member of the house, and, se- 
condly, as a culprit at the bar. 

Mr. Milligan said that, if the gentleman from 
Massachusetts felt aggrieved at the motion, he (Mr. 
M.) would cheerfully withdraw it. 

Mr. Adams said, under the permission of the 
house, he would state that nothing could aggrieve 
him more than that such a motion should prevail.— 
He demanded justice at the hands of the house; he 
demanded to be heard. 

Mr. Milligan withdrew his motion. 

Mr. Adams said he did not wish to throw any ob- 
stacle in the way of the proceedings of the house.— 
All he asked was, that before the vote was taken 
whether censure should be cast on him, he should 
be heard in his own defence. If the vote of cen- 
sure did not pass, he should then ask the house to 
consider the question under consideration. 

Mr. Evans proceeded to address the house in op- 
position to the resolutions in every form in which 
they had been offered, on the ground thatall of them 
were either false in their facts or wanting in defini- 
tion. Mr. E. arguedat great length, and proceeded 
to rebut the charge which had been brought, that 
the petitioners for the abolition of slavery had used 
disrespectful language towards the institutions of 
the south, for which they ought to be held respon- 
sible, by showing that the same doctrines had been 
advocated, and the same language used by the south 
itself. In support of this position Mr. E. was about 
to quote certain passages from the debates in the 
convention of Virginia which adopted the federal 
constitution; when 

Mr. Patton rose to a point of order. He submit- 
ted that the debate would be interminable, if matter 
as irrelevant as this were to be admitted. He must 
therefore call on the speaker to enforce the rules of 
the house. 

The speaker said he was aware the debate had 
taken an extremely wide range, and he had felt great 
delicacy in interfering. He hoped that, withoutany 
formal interposition, the gentleman from Maine 
would confine himself to the question immediately 
before the house. 

Mr. Evans addressed the house in opposition to 
the resolution in any form. 

A considerable space of time was consumed in 
debating questions of order. 

Mr. Patton offered the following as a substitute 
for his amendment: 

Resolved, That any member who shall hereafter 
present to the house any petition from the slaves of 
this union, ought to be considered as regardless of 
the feelings of the house, the right of the southern 
states, and unfriendly to the union. 

Resolved, That the hon. John Q. Adams having 
solemnly disclaimed all design of doing any thing 
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disrespectful to the house in the inquiry he made of 
the speaker as to the petition purporting to be from 
slaves, and having avowed his intention not to offer 
to present the petition if the house was of opinion 
that it ought not to be presented; therefore, all fur- 
ther proceedings in regard to his conduct do now 
cease. 

Mr. W. Thompsonaccepted this as a modification 
of his resolution; and 

Mr. Bynum withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. Vanderpoel then moved the previous ques- 
tion, which the house refused to second. 

Mr. dams addressed the house in his own de- 
fence. 

After which, Mr. Hannegan moved the previous 

uestion, but withdrew the call on the promise of 

r. W. Thompson to renew it. 


Mr. T. then made some explanations in reply to 
Mr. Adams, and, according to promise, renewed the 
demand for the previous question. 

And the house seconded the call. Ayes 93, noes 
not counted. 

Mr. Reed called for the yeas and nays on ordering 
the main question. 

Mr. Williams, of North Carolina, moved to lay 
the whole subject on the table. 

Mr. Gholson asked for the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 

Mr. Underwood moved an adjournment. Rejected. 

And the question being taken, the motion to lay 
the whole subject on the table was decided in the 
negative—yeas 56, nays 135. fer De 

o the motion to lay on the table was decided in 
the negative. 

The previous question was then put, viz: ‘Shall 
the main question be now put?” and decided in the 
affirmative. 

The main question was then divided. 

And on the question that the house do agree to the 
first resolution, which is as follows: 


1. Resolved, That any member who shall hereaf- 
ter present any petition from the slaves of this union 
ought to be considered as regardless of the feelings 
of the house, the rights of the southern states, and 
unfriendly to the union: 

It was decided in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Beale, Bell, Bouldin, 
Boyd, Bynum, John Calhoon, Gambreleng, Camp- 
bell, Carter, John Chambers, Chapman, Nath. H. 
Claiborne, John F. H. Claiborne, Cleveland, Coles, 
Connor, Craig, Cramer, Cushman, Dawson, Deber- 
ry, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Elmore, Forester, French, 
James Garland, Rice Garland, Gholson, Glascock, 
Graham, Grantland, Graves, Grayson, Griflin, Jo- 
seph Hall, Hamer, Hannegan, Hardin, A. G. Har- 
rison, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, 
Howard, Huntsman, Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, John W. Jones, Lawler, Lewis, Loyall, 
Lucas, Lyon, Abijah Mann, Martin, Moses Mason, 
Maury, McKay, McLene, Mercer, Miller, Mont- 

omery, Morgan, Owens, Patton, Peyton, Pickens, 
Dinekaey, Rencher, Joseph Reynolds, Richardson, 
Robertson, Rogers, William B. Shepard, Augustine 
H. Shepperd, Shields, Standefer, Taliaferro, Tho- 
mas, Waddy Thompson, Turner, Vanderpoel, Ward, 
White, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, Wise, 
Yeli—92. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Chilton Allan, H. Allen, 
Anthony, Ashley, Bailey, Barton, Beaumont, Black, 
Bockee, Bond, Borden, Briggs, Brown, Buchanan, 
Burns, William B. Calhoun, Casey, George Cham- 
bers, Chaney, Chapin, Chetwood, Childs, Clark, 
Corwin, Crane, Cushing, Darlington, Denny, Evans, 
Everett, Fowler, Fry, Fuller, Galbraith, Gillett, 
Granger, Grennell, Haley, Hilland Hall, Hard, Har- 

er, 8. S. Harrison, Hazeltine, Henderson, Herod, 
Won. Howell, Hubley, Hunt, Huntington, Inger- 
soll, Ingham, W. Jackson, Janes, Jarvis, B. Jones, 
Kennon, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Lane, Laporte, 
Lawrence, Lay, T. Lee, Leonard, Lincoln, Logan, 
Love, Job Mann, Sampson Mason, McCarty, 
McKennan, Milligan, Morris, Muhlenberg, Page, 
Parker, Patterson, D. J. Pearce, Pearson, Phelps, 
Phillips, Potts, Reed, John Reynolds, Russell, 
Schenck, Seymour, Shinn, Sickles, Slade, Sloane, 
Spangler, Sprague, Storer, Sutherland, John Thom- 
son, Underwood, Wagener, Wardwell, Webster, 
Weeks, Elisha Whittlesey, Thomas T. Whittlesey 
—105. 

The question was then put that the house do agree 
to the second resolution, which is as follows: 


2. Resolved, That the hon. John Q. Adams having 
solemnly disclaimed all design of doing any thing 
disrespectful to the house in the inquiry he made of 
the speaker as to the petition purporting to be from 
slaves, and having avowed his intention not to offer 
to present the petition if the house was of opinion 
that itought not to be presented; therefore, all fur- 
ther proceedings in regard to his conduct do now 


cease: 





And passed in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Black, John Calhoon, Car- 
ter, N. H. Claiborne, John F. H. Claiborne, Craig, 
Deberry, Dunlap, Gholson, Huntsman, Jenifer, 
Lawler, A. Mann, Maury, Peyton, Robertson, 
Shields, Standefer, Wagener, S. Williams—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Alford, C. Allan, H. Allen, An- 
thony, Bailey, Barton, Beaumont, Bockee, Bond, 
Borden, Bouldin, Boyd, Briggs, Brown, Buchanan, 
Burns, W. B. Calhoun, Cambreleng, Campbell, Carr, 
Casey, George Chambers, John Chambers, Chaney, 
Chapman, Chapin, Chetwood, Childs, Clark, Cleve- 
land, Corwin, Crane, Cushing, Cushman, Darling- 
ton, Denny, Doubleday, Evans, Everett, Fowler, 
French, Fry, Fuller, Galbraith, Granger, Graves, 
Grayson, Grennell, Haley, Joseph Hall, Hiland 
Hall, Hamer, Hard, Hardin, Harper, Samuel S. Har- 
rison, Ifawkins, Haynes, Hazeltine, Henderson, 
Herod, Hoar, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Howell, 
Hubley, Hunt, Huntington, Ingersoll, Ingham, W. 
Jackson, Janes, Jarvis, Joseph Johnson, C. John- 
son, B. Jones, Kennon, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Lane, 
Laporte, Lawrence, Lay, Thomas Lee, Lincoln, 
Logan, Love, Lucas, J. Mann, M. Mason, S. Ma- 
son, McCarty, McKay, McKennan, Miller, Milli- 
gan, Montgomery, Morgan, Morris, Muhlenberg, 
Page, Parker, Patterson, D. J. Pearce, Pearson, 
Phelps, Phillips, Pinckney, Potts, Reed, John Rey- 
nolds, Richardson, Russell, Schenck, Seymour, A. 
H. Shepperd, Shinn, Slade, Sloane, Spangler, 
Sprague, Storer, Sutherland, Thomas, J. Thomson, 
Turner, Underwood, Vanderpoel, Wardwell, Web- 
ster, Weeks, White, E. WwW ittlesevy, Thomas T. 
Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Wise—137. 

John Quincy Adams, excused. 

§3-For subsequent proceedings on this question, 
see page 396. 





TWENTY-FOURTH CONGRESS, 
SECOND SESSION—-SENATE. 

February 9. Mr. Grundy having, as stated in our 
last, offered a resolution directing the secretary of 
the senate to inform the house of representatives 
that the senate have elected Richard M. Johnson, of 
Ky. vice president of the United States for four 
years from the 4th of March next, &c. 

Mr. Swift presented the petition of inhabitants of 
the town of Georgia, in the state of Vermont, pray- 
ing the abolition of slavery and the slave trade in 
the District of Columbia. 

Mr. Swift moved to refer that part of the petition 
which relates to the slave trade, to the committee 
for the District of Columbia, remarking that he be- 
lieved the question on this subject had not been 
distinctly tried. 

Mr. Brown moved to lay this motion on the table; 
which was accordingly ordered by yeas and nays; 
on the call of Mr. Swift, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Cuthbert, Dana, Ewing, of Illinois, Fulton, 
Grundy, Hubbard, Kent, King, of Ala. King, of 
Georgia, Lyon, Moore, Nicholas, Norvell, Preston, 
Robinson, Ruggles, Strange, Tallmadge, Walker, 
White, Wright—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clayton, Hendricks, Knight, 
McKean, Niles, Prentiss, Robbins, Southard, Swift, 
Tipton, Wall, Webster—12. 

n motion of Mr. Davis, the committee on com- 
merce was discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the resolution of the legislature of Delaware, 
in relation to hospital money. 

Also, from the further consideration of the peti- 
tion of inhabitants of Beaufort, N. C. for a marine 
hospital: both these subjects having already been 
brought before the senate. 

Mr. Davis, from the same committee, reported 
the house bill referred to them, to change the name 
of the Dayton collection district, in Massachusetts, 
to that of Fall River. Considered, and ordered to 
a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Prentiss, the committee on 
pensions was discharged from the further conside- 
ration of the petition of Jonathan Nicholas, praying 
for arrears of pension. 

Mr. Ruggles, on leave, introduced a bill grant- 
ing a patent to James Smith; which was read twice, 
and referred. 

Mr. Calhoun, on leave, introduced a bill to cede 
the public lands to the new states on certain condi- 
tions therein named. The bill was read twice by 
unanimous consent. 

Mr. Walker moved to commit the bill to a select 
committee. 

After a few remarks from Messrs. Brown, Wal- 
ker and Niles, approving the bill, 

Mr. Webster having remarked on the great im- 
portance of the subject, and the inexpediency of 
exciting undue expectations respecting it, moved 
to reconsider the vote on the second reading of the 
bill, and called for the yeas and nays on the ques- 
tion. 


The chair decided that this was not a ki 

motion which, according to the rules of the “e 
could be received. Mr. Robinson witha, tin, 
motion to commit the bill; and Mr. Websr : 
again made his motion to reconsider, 4 4 h 
arose on this bill, in which Messrs. Webster 7 
nese Brown, Clay, Benton and Hubbard partic 
ed. 

The yeas and nays were ordered on My , 
sler’s motion to reconsider, and it was decig ‘ 
the affirmative, as follows: et 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Buchanan (\ 
Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Dana, Davis, fy 
of Ohio, Hubbard,, Kent, King, of Georgia, Kn, , 
Niles, Page, Parker, Prentiss, Rives, Robbins fe 
gles, Southard, Strange, Swift, Tallmadge, Toni 
son, Wall, Webster, Wright—29. : 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Calhoyy ; 
ing, of Illinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks Xie 
of Alabama, Linn, Lyon, McKean, Moore, Mon 
Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Preston, Rob ' 
vier, Tipton, Walker, White—22. 

The bill being thus reinstated on its first regi; 
and requiring the unanimous consent of the sen, 
to be read a second time to-day, it of course jigs, 
the table till to-morrow. 


Mr. Calhoun then arose and said—I have req 
ed, within the last forty-eight hours, a commun; 
tion from the chief magistrate, connected withs 
bill now before the senate, of such a nature that ¢ 
to myself, as well as to this body, renders it ye 
sary that I should lay it before the senate. 

[Here Mr. C. sent to the secretary the |g 
which was read as follows:] 

Washington, February 7th, 1897 

Sir: In the Globe of the 6th inst. I find the» 
to of a speech made by you on the 4th upon} 
and bill, which contains the following passe, 
V1Z: " 

‘Was it not notorious that the president of the 

States HIMSELF had been connected with the p 
chase of the public lands? Yes, the “experima 
(Mr. Calhoun delighted in the word), was the ca 
of speculation in public lands, and if this bill shu 
not be passed, speculations could not go on,z 
the price of the public lands must consequently! 
reduced. He contended that every man couliy 
but see that it would be utter ruin to those who! 
borrowed money to speculate in lands, if the s 
tem was not to go on.” Ina former part of yi 
speech, as reported, you say: “The speculai 
which a particular state of things has given rise} 
had been produced by those in power. They) 
profited by that state of things; and should thist 
be passed, it would only consummate their wists 
&e. &e. 
_ Knowing the liabilities of reporters to err in ti 
ing down and writing out the speeches of meni 
of congress, I have made inquiry in relation to! 
accuracy of this report, and have been {furnish 
with certificates of gentlemen who heard you,i 
firming that it is substantially correct. 


You cannot but be aware, sir, that the imp 
tions which your language convey are calcula 
if believed, to destroy my character as a mar, @ 
that the charge is one which, if true, ought toy 
duce my impeachment and punishment as a pil: 
officer. 1f I caused the removal of the deposites! 
the base papers of enriching myself or my {neu 
by any of the results which might grow out oft! 
measure, there is no term of reproach which |} 
not deserve, and no punishment known to the let 
which ought not to be inflicted upon me. 01% 
contrary, if the whole imputation, both as to mol 
and fact, be a fabrication and a calumny, they 
nishment which belongs to me, if guilty, is too 
for him who wilfully makes it. 


I am aware, sir, of the constitutional privilé 
under which this imputation is cast forth, # 
the immunity which it secures. That privilege" 
in no A a my purpose to violate, however § 
and wicked may have been the use of it. bi! 
exercise only the common right of every citiZ# 
when Linform you, that the imputations you 
cast upon me are false in every particular, Lot! 
0, bar the last ten years purchased any public la! 
or had any interest in such purchase. The wi 
charge, unless explained, must be considered ' 
offspring of a morbid imagination, or of sleeple 
malice. 

I ask you, sir, as an act due to justice, henor' 










inson, 0 


nate, in as public a manner as it has been uttereé 
it being the most appropriate mode by which i 
- repair the injury which might otherwise 
rom it. 





cessary proceeding to ascertain the truth or ! 





truth, to retract this charge on the floor of the* 


But in the event that you fail to do so, I ther a 
mand that you place your charge before the ho 
of representatives, that they may institute the ™ 
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ood of your imputation, with a view to such fur- 


ures as justice may require. 
we will ther do ‘ustion to yourself, nor 


, the representatives of the people, I 
al ~ pin ew icone to the only remedy left 
ye, and before I leave the city, give publicity to 
r ‘4 letter, by which you will stand stl matized as 
= who, protected by his constitutiona privilege, 
ead to stab the reputation of others, without 
rm magnanimity to do them justice, or the honor 
to place them in asituation to receive it from others. 
Fours, &c. ANDREW JACKSON, 


The hon. J. C. Calhoun, U. S. senate. 

p. §. I herewith enclose you the copies of two 
notes, verifying the correctness of the report of your 
speech in the Globe of the 6th instant. 

February 7, 1837. A. J. 
(No. 1.) 
Washington city, February 6, 1837. 
Atthe request of the president of the United 
States, I hereby certify that I was present in the 
llery of the senate of the U. States on Saturday, 
the 4th instant, during a discussion upon the land 
pill, and heard some of the remarks of Mr. Calhoun 
upon that subject, in which the president was charg- 
ed with being a speculator in public lands. 

Ou coming out of the capitol the subject was 
mentioned to me by a friend of the president. 
And my recollection of the words used accorded 
with what he understood had been said, and which 
in substantially the same as reported in the Globe 
of the 6th instant. 

Signed ARTHUR CAMPBELL. 
(No. 2.) 
Washington city, February 7th, 1837. 

Sir: In answer to your inquiry of me whether 
Mr. Calhoun, in his remarks on the land bill, on 
Saturday last, used the words attributed to him by 
me in the report, which appeared in “the Globe” of 
yesterday, V1Z: 

“ «Was it not notorious that the president of the 
United States himself had been connected with the 

urchase of public lands??? I would state that I 
a referred to my short hand notes, and find that 
such was the language he used according to the 
best of my knowledge and belief. Yours, very re- 
spectfully, Signed W. E. DRAKE. 

I certify that No. 1 and No. 2 are true copies of 
the originals. Test: A. JACKSON, jr. 


Ido not intend, (said Mr. Calhoun) in what I 
ropose to say, to comment on the character or the 
anzuage of this extraordinary letter. It has ex- 
cited in my bosom but one feeling—that of pity for 
the weakness of the author, contempt for his me- 
nace, and humiliation that one occupying the of- 
fice which he does, should place himself in a situa- 
tion so unworthy of his exalted station. Nor do 
I intend to invoke the interposition of the senate to 
protect the privilege attached to a senator from 
one of the sovereign states of this confederacy, 
which has been outraged in my person. I seek 
noail to defend my own privileges, and, so far 
from being intimidated, I shall be emboldened to 
express myself with greater freedom, if possible to 
denounce the corruption of the administration, or 
the violation of the laws and of the constitution in 
consequence of this attempt to restrain the free 
exercise of the right of expressing my opinion upon 
all subjects concerning the public interests, secured 
to me by the constitution. I leave to the senate to 
determine what measures the preservation of their 
own privileges demands. 

Much less do I intend to comply with the re- 
quest, or demand made of me; demand has no place 
between equals, and I hold myself within my con- 
stitutional privilege at least equal to the chief ma- 
gistrate himself. I, as a legislator, have a right to 
investigate and pronounce upon his conduct, and to 
condemn his acts freely, whenever I consider them 
to be in violation of the laws and of the constitu- 
tion. I, as a senator may judge him; he can never 

Judge me. 

My object is to avail myself of the occasion to 
reiterate what I said, as broadly and fully as I ut- 
tered them on a former occasion, here in my place, 
where alone I am responsible, and where the friends 
of the president will have an opportunity to cor- 
rect my statement, if erroneous, or to refute my 
conclusions, if not fairly drawn. I spoke without 
notes, and it may be that I may omit something 
which I said on the former occasion that may be 
deemed material, or to express myself less full and 
strongly than I then did. If so I will thank an 
senator to remind me, so that my statement now 
may be as strong and full as then. 

If my memory serves me, I opened my remarks, 


and so subtle were the devices by which those 
who were in power could, in these times, fleece the 
people, without their acy. it, that it was almost 
enough to make a lover of his country despair of 
its liberty. I then stated that I knew of no mea- 
sure which could better illustrate the truth of this 
remark, than the one now before us. Its professed 
object is to restrict the sales of publie land, in 
order, as is avowed, to prevent speculation; and, by 
consequence, the accumulation of a surplus re- 
venue in the treasury. The measure is understood 
to be an administration measure. I then stated 
that, so far from preventing speculation, it would, 
in fact, but consummate the greatest speculation, 
which this country has ever witnessed—a specu- 
lation ci in a state of things of which those 
in power were the authors; by which they had pro- 
fited; and which this measure, should it become a 
law, would but complete. I then asked what had 
caused such an extraordinary demand for public 
land, that the sales should have more than quin- 
trupled within the last three years—and said that, 
to answer this question, we must look to the state 
of the currency. That it was owing to the extra- 
ordinary increase of bank paper, which had filled 
to repletion all the channels of circulation. The 
secre had estimated this increase, within that 
period, from six dollars and fifty cents per indivi- 
dual, to ten dollars. I believe the increase to be 
mueh-greater—the effects of which have been‘to 
double the price of-every article, which has not 
been kept down by some particular.cause. In the 
mean time the price of public land has remained 
unaltered, at one dollar and twenty-five cents the 
acre; and the natural consequence was, that this 
excessive currency overflowed upon the public 
land, and has caused those extraordinary specula- 
tions which it is the professed object of this bill to 
prevent. 

I then asked what had caused this inundation of 
paper? The answer was, the experiment. (I love 
to remind the gentlemen of the word), which had 
removed the only restrictions that had existed against 
the issue of bank paper. The consequence was pre- 
dicted at the time—it was foretold that banks would 
multiply without number, and pour forth their issue 
without restriction or limitation. These predictions 
were at the time unheeded; their truth now begins 
to be realized. 

The experiment commenced by a transfer of the 
public funds from where they were placed by law, 
and where they were under its safeguard and pro- 
tection, to banks which were under the sole and un- 
limited control of the executive. The effect was a 
vast increase of executive patronage, and the open- 
ing a field of speculation, in describing which, in 
anticipation, [ pronounced it to be so ample, that 
Rothschild himself might envy the opportunity 
which it afforded. Such it has proved to be. 

The administration has profited by this vast pa- 
tronage, and the prejudice which it has excited 
against the bank as the means of sustaining them- 
selves in power. It is unnecessary to repeat the 
remarks, in illustration of this. The truth of the 
statement is known to all the senators, who have 
daily witnessed the party topics which have been 
drawn from this fruitful source. I then remarked, 
that if rumor were to be trusted, it was not only ina 
political point of view that those in power had pro- 
fited by the vast means put in the hands of the execu- 
tive by the experiment—they had profited in a pecu- 
niary, as well as in a political point of view. It has 
been frequently stated, and not contradicted, that 
many in high places, are among the speculators in 
public lands; and that even an individual connected 
with the president himself, one of his nephews, was 
an extensive adventurer in this field of speculation. 
I did not name him, but I now feel myself called 
upon todo so. I mean Mr. McLemore. 

Having established these points, I next undertook 
to show that this bill would consummate those 
speculations, and establish the political ascendancy 
which the experiment had given to the administra- 
tion. In proof of the former, I availed myself of the 
declaration of the chairman of the committee on 

ublic lands, who had stated that the speculators 

ad already purchased and held a vast amount of pub- 
lic lands, not less, as I understood him, than twenty- 
five or thirty millions of acres, and that if this bill did 
not pass, the scenes of the last two years would be 
repeated in this and the coming year. i then un- 
dertook to show, from the showing of the chairman 
himself, that these speculations would prove ruinous 
without the aid of this bill. He had stated that the 
annual demand for public land, resulting from our 
increased population, could not exceed five millions 
of acres. 

Now, assuming that the quantity on hand is thirty 
millions of acres, there would be six years’ supply 
in the hands of speculators, even if the land offices 





when I spoke formerly, by stating that so many 


of the United States be closed; and that if the bill 


did not pass, according to his showing, it would 

take double or treble the time to dispose of the lands, 

which, in that case, will be in the hands of specula- 

tors. Ail must see the certain ruin, in that event, 

of those who have borrowed money to speculate in 

the land; particularly, if the sales of public land 
should be free and open to every one, as it now is, 
to purchase to the extent of his means. I next show- 
ed that the contest was between the government, as 
a dealer in public land, and the speculators; that they 
held in market at least an equal quantity in value to 
that which the government now has offered for sale, 
and that every restriction imposed upon the sales of 
government land, must of necessity increase the 
advantages of its rival dealers. 

I then showed that very onerous and oppressive 
restrictions, of an odious character, upon the sale of 
the public lands, would be imposed, if the bill should 
pass. Noone thereafter fier» purchase land of the 
government without license—a license, in my opi- 
nion, as offensive and odious as would be a license 
on the press. To obtain this license, the oath of 
the applicant was required: and then it could only 
be obtained on payment of one dollar and twenty- 
five cents per acre, for which the citizen may now 
receive a grant in fee simple. After he had made 
his purchase, under authority of his license, the 
purchaser has to comply with the condition of set- 
tlement and cultivation, and must within the period 
of five years, prove to the satisfaction of the register 
and receiver, who are made high judicial officers, a 
compliance with these conditions, before he can re- 
ceive his title: and if he failed to comply, by ac- 
cident or otherwise, he forfeits both his money and 
the land. I stated that this was a virtual increase of 
the price of the public lands to the actual settlers; 
so much so, that any sober minded man would prefer 
to give the speculators two dollars per acre for land 
of the same quality, to giving the government one 
dollar and twenty-five cents for alicense, with these 
oppressive conditions. 

aving established this point, I then undertook to 
show that it would increase vastly the power of the 
government in the new states, if they chose to exer- 
cise this patronage for political purposes. That they 
would so use it, we have ample proof in the past con- 
duct of the administration, and in the principles which 
have been openly avowed by its friends. A former 
senator from New York, high in the confidence of 
the party, and now chief magistrate of that state, had 
openly avowed, in his place on this floor, that to 
the victor belongs the spoils, for which he was 
reprimanded, at the time, by the senator from Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr. Webster ), in a manner worthy of his 
distinguished talents. Assuming, then, that the 
ower would be exercised with a view to political 
influence, I showed that it would place a vast num- 
ber of the citizens of the new states, probably not 
less than one hundred thousand, in a condition of 
complete dependence on the receivers, and of vas- 
— to the government. 

These are the sentiments which I delivered on a 
former occasion and which I now reiterate to the 
full extent—omitting nothing that is material, as 
far as connected with the letter of the president; 
and for the delivery of which, ms privileges as a 
senator, and those of this body have been grossly 
outraged. 

Mr. Grundy and Mr. Walker rose and stated that 
they had been attentive listeners during the debate 
alluded to in the president’s letter, and corroborated 
the correctness of Mr. Calhoun’s statement of what 
he said on that occasion. 

Mr Clay also addressed the senate in a speech of 
deep interest, which shall have a place hereafter. 

Mr. Calhoun then said that he was gratified at 
what had been said, and that all might now see, from 
their statement and the acquiescence of others, 
what little cause the president had for the es, 
upon his privilege, and that of the senate, and for 
applying language to him which is never used in 
intercourse between gentlemen, and better suited to 
the purlieus of Billingsgate than to the mansion of 
the chief magistrate. 

[The land bill was then taken up, read a third 
time and passed—for particulars, yeas and nays, 
&e. see page 384. ] 

February 10. Mr. Grundy, from the committee 
appointed to inform Mr. Van Buren of his elec- 
tion as president of the United States, reported that 
they had performed that duty, and had received the 
expression of his grateful sense of the distinguished 
honor conferred on him by his fellow citizens, and 
his assurance to the two houses of congress that 
they might rely on his efforts to fulfil the responsi- 
ble trust in a manner most conducive to the public 
interest. ; 

After some minor business had been disposed of, 
Mr. Swift said that either the journal of yesterday’s 
proceedings, as read by the secretary, was Incor- 





rect, or several senators had voted under a misap- 
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ea eM of the question on the petition presented 
him yesterday in relation to slavery and the 
slave trade in the District. 
Mr. Clayton stated that he had understood the 
uestion to be on the motion of Mr. Swift to refer 
that portion of the petition which related to the re- 
gulation of the slave trade in the District (over 





which subject he thought congress had power) to 
the committee for the District; and he had there- 


fore voted in the affirmative, because he regarded | 


that trade as an infamous and inhuman traffic, 
which ought to be abolished. 

The chair said the journal was correct, and that 
objection having been made to the petition, the 
question was simply and exclusively on its recep- 
tion. Mr. Clayton’s vote, ny unanimous consent, 
was then altered from the 
tive. 

The following resolution was offered by Mr. Clay, 
and, by consent, adopted: ~ 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be 
directed to transmit to the senate a copy of a com- 
munication addressed to the commissioner of the 
general land office by John Pope, late governor of 
the territory of Arkansas, respecting the ten sec- 
tions of land granted to the said territory for the 
erection of a public building at Little Rock. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, the bill making ap- 
propriations for the support of the army for the year 
1837, was considered as in committee of the whole, 
and ordered to a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Davis, the bill authorising the 
appointment of a commission of three persons to 
make experiments on inventions to prevent the ex- 
plosion of steam boilers, was considered; the blanks 
filled by appropriating $6,000 for the expense of the 
experiments, and $300 each for the pay of the 
commissioners. Amended on motion of Mr. Hen- 
dricks, by appropriating $5,000 additional for the 
trial of the “double self-acting safety valve,’ on 
the western waters; and, together with the amend- 
ments, ordered to a third reading. 

On motion of .Mr. Webster, the vote laying on 
the table the bill anticipating the payment to claim- 
ants of the French indemnities was reconsidered, 
and the bill was recommitted to the committee on 
finance. 

On motion of Mr. Black the senate proceeded to 
’ the consideration of the bill to designate and limit 
the kinds of funds receivable for the public reve- 
nue. 

Mr. Hubbard moved an amendment to the bill 
requiring the registers and receivers to receive the 
game scrip in payment for the public lands as here- 
tofore. 

Mr. Clay remarked that the bill in its present 
form left the treasury order unrescinded, the sub- 
ject of that order being still wholly in the discre- 
tion of the secretary of the treasury. He had an 
amendment therefore to offer, which, if accepted 
by Mr. Hubbard as a part of his, and adopted b 
the senate, would reconcile him to the bill. This 
amendment declared that it was not lawful for the 
secretary of the treasury to make any discrimination 
in the funds so receivable as public revenue. 

Mr. Hubbard accepted this addition to his amend- 
ment, which amendment so amended was adopted 
by unanimous consent. 

Mr. Ewing called for the yeas and nays on the 
passage of the bill, which were ordered. 

Mr. Benton gave extracts from a letter which he 
had lately received from Missouri; stating that all 
parties there were now in favor of the treasury or- 
der, which he accompanied with some remarks; 
and afterwards spoke for some time in favor of spe- 
cie and against paper money and the bank of the 
United States. 

Mr. Black said that in Mississippi all parties 
were now united in condemnation of the treasury 
order; and he had just learned, by a respectable 

azette, that resolutions condemning that order had 
just been introduced into the legislature of Missis- 
sippi, and had received the unanimous vote of the 
house of representatives in their favor. 

Mr. Ewing remarked that the bill, as now amend- 
ed, was nearly all he desired. He would therefore 
now give it his hearty concurrence. 

Messrs. Niles, Benton and Walker participated 
for a while in a general financial discussion, havin 
an especial reference to banks, paper money, an 
the treasury order. 

Mr. Calhoun said he had been very anxious to 
express his opinions somewhat at large on this sub- 
ject. He put no faith in this measure to arrest the 
downward eourse of the country. He believed the 
state of the currency was almost incurably bad, so 
that it was very doubtful whether the highest skill 
and wisdom could restore it to soundness; and it 
was destined, at no distant time, to undergo an en- 
tire revolution: . An explosion he considered inevit- 
able, and so much the greater the longer it should 


ative to the nega-' 


be delayed. Mr. C. would have been glad to go 
over the whole-subject; but as he was now unpre- 
pared to assign his reasons for the vote which he 
might give, he was unwilling to vote at all. 

The bill was then passed by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Black, Brown, Buchanan, Clay, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Dana, Davis, Ew- 
ing, of Illinois, Ewing, of Ohio, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hendricks, Hubbard, Kent, King, of Alabama, 
icing. of Georgia, Knight, McKean, Moore, Nicho- 
las, Niles, Norvell, Page, Parker, Prentiss, Preston, 
Rives, Robbins, Robinson, Sevier, Southard, Swift, 
Tallmadge, Tipton, Tomlinson, Walker, Wall, 
Webster, White—41. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Linn, Morris, Ruggles, 
Wright—5. 

On motion of Mr. White, the senate held an ex- 
ecutive session. | 

When the doors were opened— 

The chair presented a message from the presi- 
dent of the United States with a copy of the treaty 
of commerce between the United States and the 
empire of Morocco. Laid on the table. 

he senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
bill to amend the judiciary system of the United 
States. Anamendment reported from the commit- 
tee altering the order of the several circuits was 
adopted. 

r. Grundy offered several amendments, one of 
which made the districts of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois 
and Michigan the seventh circuit, and others made 
the number of terms in the new states and territo- 
ries one instead of two in a year. 

At the request of Mr. Grundy, who wished for 
further time to incorporate his amendments with 
the bill, having failed in a motion to reconsider the 
vote on the committee’s amendment, with which 
his were designed to be connected, the action on 
the bill was suspended by unanimous consent. 

The bill making appropriations for fortifications, 
&c. for the year 1837, coming up in its order, Mr. 
Calhoun moved to lay it on the table. Mr. Benton 
called for the yeas and nays on this motion; which 
were ordered, and the motion negatived—Ayes 8, 
noes 20. Mr. Benton remarked that the bill was 
precisely the same which had passed the senate at 
the last session. Mr. Southard remarked on the 
great importance of the bill, and wished that action 
upon it might not be hasty. Mr. Calhoun, also re- 
marking on the impropriety of haste on such a 
measure, moved to lay the bill on the table till to- 
morrow. 

Mr. Ewing, of Ohio, moved an adjournment; 
which was negatived by yeas 12, nays 21. Mr. 

Calhoun said that this bill was so unexpected, and 
the hour so late, that he should decline making the 
observations which he intended to make, unless 
further time should be allowed. He modified his 
motion so as simply to lay the bill on the table; 
which motion was negatived by yeas and nays, on 
the call of Mr. Benton, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Black, Calhoun, Clay, Clayton, 
Crittenden, Ewing, of Ohio, King, of Georgia, 
Moore, Prentiss, Robinson, Southard, Swift, White 
—13. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Buchanan, 
Dana, Davis, Ewing, of Illinois, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, Kent, King, of Alabama, Linn, Nicholas, 
Niles, Norvell, Page, Parker, Sevier, Tallmadge, 
Tipton, Walker, Wall, Wright—23. 

he bill was then reported to the senate, and or- 
dered to a third reading, without a division. 

The senate then adjourned: 

February 11. The chair presented a communi- 
cation from the war department, in obedience to a 
senate resolution of the 7th instant, with a report 
and other documents from the commissioner on In- 
dian affairs. Ordered to be printed. 

After several memorials and petitions had been 
presented and several reports received from com- 
mittees, Mr. Grundy from the committee appointed 
to inform RicHarp M. Jounson of his election as 
vice president of the United States, presented a 
communication from him, accepting the office; 
which was read and laid on the table. 

Among the bills reported was one by Mr. Davis, 
from the committee on commerce, authorising the 
president of the United States to employ public 
vessels as relief vessels in winter, when not other- 
wise employed. Mr. D. gave notice that he should 
call itup at an early day. Read and ordered to a 
second reading. 

Mr. Tomlinson, from the committee on pensions, 
reported a bill for the relief of David Gilmore; 
which wasread and ordered to a second reading. 

On motion of Mr. Tomlinson, the petition of the 
General Hospital society of Connecticut, on the 
files of the senate, was referred to the committee on 
commerce. 


The bill (Mr. Calhown’s) to cede the public lands 





on certain conditions to the new states, came up in 


a 
its order for a second reading. Mr. Hubbard, 5, 


serving that Mr. Webster, who objected to the bill 
was not now in his seat, expressed the hope that the 
senate would not now proceed to act upon it, yy. 
Calhoun expressed the hope that the bill wouid tg, 
its due course. The discussion upon it he belie, 
ed would continue four or five days, which won), 
give Mr. Webster an opportunity of expressing }j, 
views on the subject. He desired that it might, 
referred to a select committee, and that Mr. W,). 
ster should be a member of that committee. yy, 
Norvell made a few remarks in favor of the bill ay, 
of immediate action upon it. Mr. Hubbard, sii 
advocating delay, said he regarded the long debat, 
which was likely to arise on the bill as a sufficien 
reason why it should not be acted $09 at all at this 
session. He also regarded the bill as likely to »». 
sult in evil to the new states themselves. Mr. We, 
ster, having come into the chamber, rose, and spoke 
at considerable length in opposition to the bill, an 
against acting upon it at all at the present tine 
Messrs. Sevier and Walker replied to Mr. Webste, 
and advocated the bill. Mr. Niles briefly oppose 
taking up the bill at this session, and Mr. Robingy, 
spoke briefly in favor of it, and of immediate x. 
tion uponit. Mr. Southard spoke at large in oppo. 
sition to the bill, and Mr, Calhoun followed in gene. 
ral defence of the bill, and in reply to the gentle. 
men who had opposed it. 

The debate was further continued by Mr. Hy. 
bard against the bill, by Messrs. Tipton and Bento, 
in its favor and by Mr. Buchanan in opposition ty 
it. 

Mr. Hubbard then moved to lay the motion fo 
the second reading of the bill on the table, and ce. 
manded the yeas and nays; which, being taken, 
were as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Brown, Buchanan, 
Clayton, Crittenden, Dana, Ewing, of Ohio, Hub. 
bard, Kent, Knight, Niles, Page, Parker, Prep. 
tiss, Rives, Robbins, Ruggles, Southard, Spence, 
Strange, Swift, Tallmadge, Tomlinson, Wall, Web. 
ster, Wright—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Calhoun, Ew. 
ing, of Illinois, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, King, 
of Alabama, Linn, Lyon, Moore, Mouton, Nicho- 
las, Norvell, Preston, Robinson, Sevier, Tipton, 
Walker, White—20. 

So the bill was laid on the table; but, on motion 
of Mr. Sevier, it was ordered to be printed. 

The senate then proceeded to take up a bill mak. 
ing provision for the collection of materials and the 
purchase of sites for certain fortifications therein 
designated. [It appropriates about a million anda 
half of dollars to these objects.] 

Mr. Crittenden demanded further information in 
reference to the necessity of these works, the esti- 
mates upon which the appropriations were founded 
and the total expense of completing the work for 
which this bill appropriating a million and a half of 
dollars proposed only to make oberg 

Mr. Benton, chairman of the military committee, 
who had reported the bill, stated in reply that it was 
identically the same bill which had passed the se- 
nate at the last session. The senator was, there- 
fore, in possession of full information in regard to 
it. 

Mr. Southard opposed the bill in most of its fea- 
tures. It was a carrying out of the plan which had 
been laid down . by general Bernard. And though 
the scheme of defence by fortifications proposed by 
that celebrated engineer might have been wer) 
adapted to the state of the country at that period, 
its condition had since been so greatly changed, by 
the increase of its population, and the augmenta- 
tion of its power, that many of the features of the 
plan were no longer necessary, and might advanta- 
geously be dispensed with. The improvements 
which had been made in the means for transporte 
tion of the munitions of war rendered it now a com- 
paratively easy thing to concentrate large bodies of 
the militia at any point that might be threatened by 
a foe. And thus the necessity of many forts other- 
wise requisite was superseded. And forts, if not 
judiciously located, were not only of no valuable 
service, but owing to the train of consequences they 
drew after them, were a positive evil. 

Mr. S. had carefully examined the report of the 
secretary of war on this subject, made to congress 
at a preceding session, and he had then become s@- 
tisfied that many of the proposed works were of this 
description. He wished to have further time to 
examine the bill; and therefore moved to lay it up- 
on the table till Monday, but withdrew the motion 
at the request of ; 

Mr. Benton, who briefly replied; stating that the 
estimates upon which the bill was founded had all 
been submitted and explained at the last session; 
after which the bill had passed the senate. He ad- 
mitted the facility with which large bodies of troops 





might be thrown into any city or town that was 


threatened 
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d by an enemy. But when they were 
threat hough there Should be half a million of them, 
¢ what avail would they be against a bombard- 
—aeile A bomb charged with bushels of powder 
mii palls could be discharged at the distance of 
4,000 yards, and if it exploded in the midst of a 


Squadron of horse or a column of troops, it would 


scatter or destroy them. A man-of-war would de- 
sire no better amusement, while its crew would re- 
main in perfect safety from the force on shore.— 
Forts were also necessary for the protection of mer- 
chant vessels, and even of our ships of war when 
yrsued by a greatly unequal force, — 
P Mr. Southard now renewed his motion to lay the 
pill on the table. Mr. Buchanan demanded the yeas 
and nays, Which pn, taken, were—yeas 12, nays 
96, So the senate re used to lay the bill on the ta- 


ae bill being at its third reading, and the ques- 
tion being on its passage, 

Mr. Benton demanded the yeas and nays; which 
were taken and stood as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Buchanan, Dana, Ful- 
ton, Grundy, Hubbard, Kent, King, of Alabama, 
Knight, Linn, Lyon, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Nor- 
yell, Page, Robbins, Ruggles, Sevier, Strange, 
Tallmadge, Tipton, Tomlinson, Walker, Wall, 
Wright—26. ' 

NAYS—Messrs. Black, Calhoun, Clay, Critten- 
den, Moore, Prentiss, Robinson, Soutaard, Spence, 
Swift, Webster, White—12. 

So the bill was passed. 

Some time was occupied in considering the mili- 


: tary appropriation bill, to which Mr. White proposed 


an appropriation to the Tennessee volunteers, who 
were ordered into service and discharged. As the 
pill was at its third reading, this motion could only 


> be made by unanimous consent. 


Mr. Southard said that he felt favorably disposed 
toward the amendment, but, wishing a little farther 
time to look at it, suggested that the bill be laid on 
the table until Monday. To which Mr. Wright as- 
senting, the bill was laid on the table accordingly. 

The chair presented a communication from the 


) treasury department, in reply to senate resolutions 


of the 1st instant, with a report in relation to frauds 


>) onthe public lands. Referred and ordered to be 


printed. ; 
The senate then adjourned. 
February 18. Mr. Parker presented a memorial 


© from the District of Columbia, praying the immedi- 


ate recognition of the independence of Texas, 
which was laid on the table and ordered to be print- 
ed. 


Mr. Davis reported a bill to establish a collection 


: district and port of entry at Jersey City in the state 
> of New Jersey; read and ordered to a second read- 


ing, 


Mr. Davis also reported a bill authorising Charles 


5 


; Danaand David R. Butts, of Georgia, to import 


two iron steamboats for river navigation, free of du- 


© ty; read and ordered to a second reading. 


Mr. Norvell moved resolutions inquiring into 


i the expediency of granting to the state of Michigan 


five hundred thousand acres of land, for the pur- 
pose of improving the navigation of the rivers in 
that state; und as to the expediency of establishing 
a port of entry at the town of St. Joseph, on Lake 
Michigan, which were adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Grundy the bill supplementary 
to the act to amend the judiciary system of the Unit- 
ed States was considered, amended and ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Kuggles, the senate proceeded 
to consider the bill supplementary to the act for the 


| improvement of the useful arts, (the patent office 


bill), amended and ordered to be engrossed fora 
third reading. 

The chair presented a communication from the 
state department relative to the claim of R. W. 
Meade, which was laid on the table and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. Walker moved to take up the resolution of- 
fered by him some time since, recognizing the in- 
dependence of Texas. 

Mr. Wright urged the taking up of the army ap- 


| propriation bill. 


Mr. Benton claimed as a right that the unfinish- 
ed business should first be takenup. He had a bill 
for the increase of the army, which would regularly 
come up as the unfinished business. The vote to 
take it up now would, if rejected be decisive of its 
fate. It had been early reported but deferred to 
take up other bills, and he now claimed that it 
should now be considered. 

Mr. Walker contended that the honor of the 
country demanded that the Texas resolution should 
how be taken up. 

_ Mr. Benton objected, with warmth, to senators 
Jumping up in this manner and interrupting the re- 


standing committees, by interposing the considera- 
tion of resolutions of their own. ‘The army biils 
were of great importance, and if this resolution 
should be taken up before them, the prolonged de- 
bate to which it would lead, must effectually defeat 
all hope of having them considered in time for the 
action of the other house. 

Mr. Preston admitted the importance of the ar- 
my bills, and should not object to their being con- 
sidered; but this resolution on the subject of TS ekine 
had been offered a month ago, and if longer delay- 
ed might be lost. 

The question on considering Mr. Walker’s reso- 
lution, was then taken and decided by yeas and 
nays, as follows: 

EAS—Messrs. Black, Calhoun, Clay, Fulton, 
Hendricks, King, of Georgia, Moore, Mouton, Par- 
ker, Preston, Walker, White—12. 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Brown, Bu- 
chanan, Clayton, Cuthbert, Dana, Davis, Ewing, 
of Illinois, Grundy, Hubbard, Kent, King, of Ala. 
Knight, Linn, Lyon, Morris, Nicholas, Niles, Nor- 
vell, Page, Prentiss, Robbins, Robinson, Ruggles, 
Strange, Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Tomlinson, 
Wall, Wright—32. 

The senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the ‘bill to increase the present military estab- 
lishment of the United States, and for other pur- 

oses.”’ 
, Mr. Benton explained the objects of the bill by 
sections, and no opposition being made to it, it was 
ordered to a third reading. 

The army appropriation bill was then read a third 
time and passed. 

The senate took up the bill to establish a foundry, 
an armory in the west and southwest, arsenals in 
the states in which none have yet been established 
and depots for arms in certain states and territo- 
ries. 

Mr. Benton briefly explained its designs. 

Mr. Criitenden doubted the propriety of estab- 
lishing arsenals in all the states, though he admitted 
the propriety of estalishing them in some. He re- 
probated such unnecessary expenditures of the pub- 
lic money, and spoke against the extension of fede- 
ral power to which a measure of this kind must ne- 
cessarily lead. 

Mr. j Sen maintained that it was a part of the 
theory of our government that the nation should be 
armed, and in order to this end, it was necessary 
both that the manufacture of arms should be ex- 


keeping them in all the states. 

Mr. Calhoun had looked at the provisions of the 
bill, and that nothing in this world could be more 
useless than the expenditures it proposed. The 
country already had on hand 800,000 stand of arms— 
an amount almost equal to that provided by Great 
Britain for her immense military establishment.— 
The mere interest upon such an investment was a 


there was a liability to have the whole superseded 
by the invention of a better species of arms. The 
government had already two large armories capable 
of furnishing arms much faster than they were need- 
ed; and there was a necessity rather for retrenching 
than extending the means of supply. The money 
was to be expended on something, and, perhaps it 
might as well be on this as on any things else. The 
government must get clear of it in some way: it 
must not go back to the states, and ways and means 
must be devised toexpendit. The bill had no other 
object on the face of the earth. Mr. C. appealed to 
the senate and exhorted them to economise the pub- 
lic expenditure. He reminded them of the denun- 
ciations that had been heaped on a former adminis- 
tration on account of its extravagance, and that it 
was on the plea and promise of economy that the 
resent party had come intopower. Yet no sooner 
had they got control of the treasury, than they went 
on to expend beyond all previous example. The 
moral effect of this state of things had been most 
pernicious. It had led the nation to believe that the 
professions of no party could be believed. 

Mr. Benton in reply read from the returns of the 
treasury department the sums paid for the manufac- 
ture of arms at private establishments, amounting to 
nearly a quarter of a million of dollars, and argued 
from the fact of government being compelled to pur- 
chase of private establishments, the necessity for 
another public armory. These os Mera establish- 
ments existed from the District of Columbia to the 
north and east, while on the frontier, there was not 
a single factory. As to our src. a full supply, it 
was what he could not understand. There was a 


population, and therefore a necessity for constant 
manufacture. If the United States had to-day all 
they needed, and could keep every gun without rust 
or decay, twenty-five years hence we should have 





gular business of the senate, as reported from 


only half a supply for the population then increased 


heavy charge upon the treasury; besides which, | 


to that proportion. Instead of keeping all the guns’ 
or of them would be gone. 

It would not do to quote the example of Great 
Britain—they only wanted arms to put in the hands 
of their standing army to shoot down her unarmed 
population the moment they resisted any measure of 
government. 

He said that in behalf of Missouri, that the most 
acceptable form in which they could bestow on that 
state her portion of these accursed frogs which came 
up as from the river of Egypt, and spread them- 
selves every where and over every thing, from the 
nuptial couch to the kneading trough, (he referred to 
.the surplus balances in the treasury), was to estab- 
lish amongst them an ample depot of arms. 

Mr. Calhoun was very happy to hear so frank an 
avowal from the senator from Missouri of the truth 
of what he had observed when last up, that the ob- 
ject of the bill was to get rid of a part of the surplus 
revenue in the treasury. As to the argument de- 
rived from the fact that the government obtained a 
portion of its supply from private factories, all that 
was easily explained. These factories were old es- 
tablishments, which had been gotten up by their 
proprietors expressly on the faith of the government, 
and they were in practice as really public establish- 
ments as the armoriesof the government. The go- 
vernment had been obliged to take enough from these 
individuals to keep their establishments from ruin, 
and that was the sole reason for the item quoted by 
the senator from the returns. The two armories we 
already in mages were capable of turning out 20,000 
stand of arms a year; and now it was proposed to 
erect a third, while the actual consumption was but 
between one and two thousand stands annually.— 
There was one source of consumption which could 
not be avoided; but, instead of being an argument 
for the manufacturer, it was a strong argument 
against the unnecessary multiplication of arms, and 
that was, their decay while lying in boxes. The 
larger was the amounton hand, the greater was this 
source of decay. The country had already between 
700,000 and 800,000, which had cost it ten millions 
of dollars, besides a large amount of capital invest- 
ed in magazines; so that the total annual interest was 
little, if any thing, short of a million of dollars. As 
to the arming of our people, this bill did not pro- 
pose to put a single gun into the hands of a single 
man. But for what purpose was so large an amount 
needed? It must be either to arm the government 
against the people, or to fight some foreign enemy. 


tended and that depots should be established for | He trusted me hie -y did not want them to cut each 


other’s throats. He repeated that the expenditure 
was useless; that it was to produce an accumulation 
of what was already accumulated, and was merel 
a contrivance to keep the money from the states. 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
Benton and Calhoun, each of them insisting on the 
ground already taken, and endeavoring further to 
strengthen their respective positions. 

Mr. Knight then addressed the senate as follows: 
I shall vote against the bill; perhaps it may be ne- 
cessary to suggest some of the reasons that govern 
me. I know the bill contains a proposition to build 
an arsenal in the state from whence I come, and so 
far as that goes I have no objection to that part of 
the bill, for the money it will cost would be ve 
acceptable to have expended there. But the ques- 
tion is, are the arsenals and armories contained in 
the bill necessary? If more arms are needed, is it 
necessary to build more armories? We can readily 
contract for their manufacture without incurring 
the expense of all the outlays necessary for earry- 
ing on the making of arms; the private manufac- 
turers will make them cheaper than the United 
States can. We get them, now, it is believed, at a 
Jess price by contract from the private armories than 
they cost at our armories, without taking inte con- 
sideration the immense outlays of the establish- 
ments, and the interest and cost of keeping them in 
repair. Sir, who are we to arm? The militia of 
the states, your own citizens. Then let the arms 
be within their reach and under their own care.— 
The practice new is to deliver to the several states 
the arms when made, and the states take care of 
them without further cost or trouble on the part of 
the United States, and whenever needed they are at 
the command of the governor and legislature of the 
state, to be used at their discretion. But if we 
build arsenals we must have officers to take charge 
and care of them; and when. the arms are required 
by any exigencies of the state, the governor or cog:- 
mander must go to your corporal or sergeant, wito 
may have charge of your arsenal, and beg him to 
loan those arms for the purposes needed. Now, sir, 


continual consumption, and a continual increase of | I am opposed to that; I will not place the states in 


such a predicament; I will give the states the arms, 
and if they will not take care of them. why then [ 
would not give them any more: therefore I am for 
letting things remain as they now are without fai- 
ther legislation. 
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The question being at length taken on the en- 
grossment of the bill, it was decided by yeas and 
see as follows: 

EAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Brown, Buchan- 
an, Ewing, of Lllinvis, Fulton, Grundy, Hubbard, 
King, of Alabama, Linn, Lyon, Morris, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Niles, Norvell, Page, Robbins, Robinson, 
Ruggles, Sevier, Strange, Tipton, Walker, Wall, 
White, Wright—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Calhoun, Clay, Clayton, Crit- 
tenden, Cuthbert, King, of Georgia, Knight, Moore, 
Parker, Prentiss, Swift—11. 

So the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading. 

The bill respecting the duties on Belgian vessels 
and cargoes was then considered, and ordered to its 
third reading. 

The senate then, on motion of Mr. Grundy, took 
up the bill to alter and amend the act for the pu- 
nishment of certain crimes against the U. States, 
[This bill provides for the punishment of death 
against those found guilty of burning public build- 


ings.] 

Revecih amendments to change the nature of the 
punishment being rejected, 

The bill was reported to the senate; and the 
question being on its engrossment, 

Mr. Clayton objected to the insertion of any li- 
mitation of time in reference to a crime of this 
magnitude. As murder, and treason, and arson, 
were exempted from the operation of the statute of 
limitations, the burning of public buildings of the 
United States ought to take the same course. He 
moved to amend the bill by inserting a clause to 
that effect, but it was rejected; as was also a mo- 
tion of Mr. Ruggles to strike out the second section, 
containing the limitation clauses; and the bill was 
ordered to be engrossed, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Clayton, Ful- 
ton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, of Ala. King, of Ga. 
Linn, Nicholas, Page, Ruggles, Sevier, Strange, 
Tallmadge, Tipton, White, right—18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Buchanan, Crittenden, 
Moore, Niles, Parker, Prentiss, Robinson, South- 
ard, Walker—10. 

The senate then adjourned. 


February 14. Mr. Robinson reported a bill au- 
thorising the conveyance in the mail of certain 
documents free of postage and for other purposes— 
which was read and ordered to a second reading. 

A message was received from the president of 
the United States. 

On motion of Mr. Hendricks, the senate proceed- 
ed to the consideration of the bill for the continua- 
tion of the Cumberland road in Ohio, Indiana and 
Illinois. 

Mr. Norvell moved to amend the bill by annex- 
ing a provision for the construction of certain roads 
in Michigan, which after debate was negatived; 
yeas 9, nays 27. 

Mr. Clay, after a few remarks in favor of only 
grading the road, and against hastening its pro- 
gress by the appointment of an extra number of 
agents and officers, moved to strike out the second 
and third sections of the bill which provide for snch 
appointments. After debate by Messrs. Hendricks, 
Clay and Tipton, Mr. Tipton moved to amend the 
second section by requiring that the appointment 
of agents and officers by the president should be 
made by and with the consent of the senate; which 
amendment prevailed. 


Mr. Ewing, of Ohio, moved to amend the second 
section by allowing each superintendent only two 
assistants, at a fi compensation of three dollars 
per day for their services, instead of a salary in the 
discretion of the president or the department. The 
amendments were adopted. 

The question recurring on striking out the se- 
cond and third sections of the bill, it was discussed 
by Messrs. Preston, Hendricks and Clay, and car- 
ried in the affirmative, by yeas and nays, as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Brown, Cal- 
houn, Clay, Clayton, Cuthbert, Kent, King, of Ala. 
King, of Georgia, Knight, Lyon, McKean, Moore, 
Norvell, Parker, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Southard, 
Spence, Strange, , Tomlinson, Walker, White 

NA YS—Messrs. Benton, Ewing, of Illinois, Ew- 
ing, of Ohio, Fulton, Hendricks, Hubbard, Linn, 
Morris, Nicholas, Niles, Robbins, Robinson, Sevier, 
Tallmadge, Tipton, Wall, Wright—17. 

Mr. Clay moved to amend the bill by requiring 
that the road in Illinois should not be stoned or 
gravelled, unless at a cost not exceeding the ave- 
rage expense of ening it in Ohio and Indiana; which 
amendment, after debate by Messrs. Ewing, of 
Illinois, and Clay, was adopted. 

Mr. Presion moved to amend the first section of 





from $100,000 to $50,000, on the ground that 
$80,000 remained unexpended. 

After debate by Messrs. Hendricks, Preston, Tip- 
ton, Benton, Walker and Clay, 

Mr. Norvell moved to lay the bill on the table, 
which motion was negatived: yeas 15, nays 25. 

The question occurring on Mr. Preston’s amend- 
ment, was decided in the affirmative: yeas 22, nays 
17. 


Mr. Preston then moved further to amend the 
bill, by reducing the appropriation for Ohio from 
$290 to $90, the balance in hand being $100,000, 
which motion after debate prevailed, yeas 26, nays 
19. 

Mr. Preston also moved to amend the bill by re- 
ducing the appropriation for Illinois, so that the 
whole amount to be expended would be $130,000; 
which motion prevailed, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Brown, Cal- 
houn, Clay, Clayton, Crittenden, Kent, King, of 
Alabama, King, of Georgia, Lyon, Moore, Niles, 
Norvell, Parker, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Ruggles, 
Southard, Spence, Strange, Swift, Walker, Wall, 
White—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Cuthbert, Ewing, of 
Illinois, Ewing, of Ohio, Fulton, Hendricks, Fub- 
bard, Knight, Linn, Morris, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Robbins, Robinson, Sevier, Tallmadge, Tipton, 
Wright—18. 

Mr. Walker moved to amend the bill by adding 
as a proviso to the first section, that no part of the 
money appropriated by the bill should be paid out 
of the treasury of the United States, but out of the 
fund heretofore granted to Ohio, Indiana and IIli- 
nois, for the purpose of the bill. 

After debate the amendment was lost by the fol- 
lowing vote: yeas 16, nays 27. 


Mr. Norvell moved to amend the bill by striking 
out that portion of it which required the money to 
be repaid into the treasury of the United States 
from the fund granted to Ohio, Indiana and Illinois 
by the United States. 

After a few remarks from Mr. Clay, disapproving 
the provision proposed to be stricken out as decep- 
tive, the motion to strike out was carried in the af- 
firmative as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Black, Brown, Cal- 
houn, Clay, Clayton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, King, 
of Alabama, King, of Georgia, Lyon, Moore, Mou- 
ton, Norvell, Parker, Preston, Rives, Ruggles, 
Southard, Strange, Walker, White—22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Ewing, of Illinois, 
Ewing, of Ohio, Fulton, Grundy, Hendricks, Linn, 
Morris, Nicholas, Niles, Robinson, Sevier, Swift, 
Tallmadge, Wright—15. 

On motion of Mr. Hendricks, the provision in a 
former act requiring a continuous construction of 
the road was by this bill repealed. 

The bill, with the amendments, was reported to 
the senate. 

Mr. Ewing moved to amend the bill so as to ap- 
propriate $150,000 for Ohio, $125,000 for Indiana, 
and $100,000 for Illinois. 

On motion of Mr. Calhoun, and by consent, the 
message of the president received to-day, in rela- 
tion to the seizure of slaves by the authorities of 
Bermuda, was, with the documents, ordered to be 
printed. 

After a few remarks on Mr. Ewing’s amendment 
by Messrs. Bayard and Preston, on motion of Mr. 
Hendricks, the senate adjourned. 


February 15. Petitions praying the abolition of 
slavery,in the District of Columbia, were presented 
by Mr. Swift of Vermont; Mr. Morris, of Ohio, and 
Mr. Tomlinson of Connecticut, which on motion of 
Mr. Grundy were laid on the table. 

Mr. Preston reported a bill additional to the act 
regulating the pay of officers of the army, which 
was read and ordered to a second reading. 

Mr. Rives reported a substitute for the bill referred 
to the committee on naval affairs, regulating the pay 
of the marine corps—which was read. 

Mr. Kent reported a bill to extend the time for 
completing the Washington city canal, and for other 
purposes—read and referred. 

Mr. King, of Georgia, introduced a bill to com- 
pensate commodore James Barron for the use of his 
invention for ventilating ships—read and referred. 

The following bills were read a third time and 
passed. 

The bill supplementary to the ‘act to amend the 
judiciary system of the United States.” 

The bill in addition to the “act to promote the 
progress of science and the useful arts.” 

“The bill to establish a foundry and armory in the 
west and south west, and depots for arms in those 
states in which they are now wanting.” 

The bill to amend the act of 1790, for the punish- 
ment of crimes against the United States, was then | 


the bill by reducing the appropriation for Indiana | taken up, 





—— 
Mr. Prentiss opposed it on aecount of the seyerit 

of its principles: he thought it of too sanguinary 
character, so much behind the spirit of the ace that 
he felt constrained. to resist it, and record his name 
against it in every stage of its progress. The bill 
uot only inflicts the punishment of death y on 
any person who shall maliciously burn, or procyr, 
command, counsel, or advise any one to burn, an, 
public building, but it contains no limitation Upon 
the prosecution of the offence; so thaf a person may 
be arraigned and tried at any distance of time, how. 
ever remote, when be may be wholly unable, } 
lapse of time, to avail himself of the testimony j¢. 
me 3 for his defence. It was to be further o}. 
served that the bill was not confined to the burnjp, 
of the public offices, containing the public recorg; 
but extended to the burning of any public building. 
such as an engine house, a wood house, or even, 
watch house. 


The punishment, under the existing laws, wa; 
confinement to hard labor, and but one instance o; 
the commission of the offence had occurred in half 
acentury. We were now about to change the lay, 
and substitute the punishment of death for confine. 
ment at hard labor; and we were doing this at, 
time when England and many other governments jy, 
Europe were engaged in oye and ameliorat. 
ing their criminal code. The bill put the offence 
on the same grade with murder and treason, the 
highest crimes known to the law. 

he object of punishment was the prevention of 
crime; and all experience showed that the certainty 
of punishment was much more effectual than the 
severity of punishment in the prevention of crime, 
The burning of a public building was undoubted] 
a very high offence, but it was well known that the 
difficulty of conviction was always increased in pro- 
portion as the punishment was aggravated. If ther 
was absolute certainty in human testimony, the ob- 
jection to the bill might not be so strong; but the re. 
verse was true, for the history of criminal trials 
showed that many innocent persons had been con- 
victed and executed. Mr. P. was opposed to the 
bill on the great principles of justice and humanity; 
he was opposed to it as destroying all just distinc. 
tions between crimes, as inflicting a punishment 
vastly disproportionate to the offence, and altoge- 
ther inconsistent with the general spirit of our cr- 
minal code; and he felt compelled to ask for the 
yeas and nays. 

The bill was then passed by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bayard, Benton, Black, Clay, 
Clayton, Cuthbert, Dana, Ewing, of Ohio, Ful. 
ton, Grundy, Hubbard, King, of Alabama, King, 
of Georgia, Linn, Lyon, Morris, Mouton, Nicholas, 
Norvell, Page, Preston, Robbins, Ruggles, Sevier, 
Strange, Tallmadge, Tipton, White, Wright—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Buchanan, Davis, Ewing, of Il- 
linois, Hendricks, Kent, McKean, Moore, Niles, 
Parker, Prentiss, Rives, Robinson, Southard, Swift, 
Walker, Wall, Webster—17. 


The bill respecting the discriminating duties on 
Dutch and Belgian vessels was then considered, 
and after a short debate, passed. 

The senate then proceeded to the further consi- 
deration of the bill to continue the Cumberland road, 
in the states of Ohio, Indiana and Illinois. 

On motion of Mr. Clay, the appropriations were 
so amended as to allow Ohio $190,000, in addition 
to the unexpended balance; Indiana $100,000; and 
Illinois $100,000; making an aggregate of $390,000, 
besides unexpended balances. 

The remaining amendments, made as in commit: 
tee of the whole, were severally considered, ané, 
after a renewal of the former discussions, were 
adopted in senate. 

On motion of Mr. Clay, the bill was further 
amended by adding a proviso to the end of the first 
section, requiring that the construction of the road 
should be let out, in suitable sections, after due n0- 
tice, to the lowest bidders. 


Mr. Walker moved to amend the third section of 
the bill by inserting a disclaimer of the faith of g0- 
vernment being pledged by this bill to do any thing 
further in the construction or repair of the Cumber- 
land road. ' 

After debate, the amendment was lost by the fol- 
lowing vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Black, Brown, Calhoun, Hub- 
bard, King, of Alabama, King, of Georgia, Lyon, 
Moore, Norvell, Page, Parker, Preston, Rives 
Strange, Walker, Wall, White—17. 

NA YS—Messrs. Benton, Buchanan, Clay, Clay- 
ton, Crittenden, Cuthbert, Ewing, of Illinois, Ew- 
ing, of Ohio, Fulton, Hendricks, Kent, Knight, 
Linn, Morris, Robbins, Robinson, Sevier, Southard, 
Swift, Tallmadge, Tipton, Tomlinson, Wright—23. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for 4 
third reading by yeas and nays, on the call of Mr- 
Norvell, as follows: 
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——— : 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Buchanan, Clay, Crit- 
tenden, Cuthbert, Ewing, of Illinois, Ewing, of 
Ohio, Fulton, Hendricks, Kent, Knight, Linn, 
Morris, Nicholas, Niles, Page, Robbins, Ruggles, 
Sevier, Southard, Spence, Swift, Tallmadge, Tip- 
ton, Wright—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Black, Brown, Calhoun, Clay- 
ton, Hubbard, King, of Alabama, King, of Georgia, 
Lyon, Moore, Norvell, Parker, Prentiss, Preston, 
Rives, Strange, Walker, Wall, White—18. 

On motion of Mr. Crittenden, the senate proceed- 
ed to consider the bill to make compensation to the 
Kentucky and Tennessee volunteers, who were 
discharged without being called into service. _ 

Mr. Benton, moved to amend the bill by allowing 
the above volunteers one month’s pay. 

Mr. White moved to amend this amendment by 
striking out one month, and inserting three months. 

After debate, by Messrs. Preston, Crittenden, 
Grundy, White and Wright, Mr. White’s amend- 
ment was tried and lost. ; 

The amendment of Mr. Benton, allowing one 
month’s pay, was then carried without a division. 

On motions of Messrs. Moore and Walker, the 
names of Alabama and Mississippi were annexed 
to those of Kentucky and Tennessee in the bill. — 

Mr. Crittenden moved further to amend the bill 
by confining the compensation to those volunteers 
whose services were accepted. Carried: ayes 18, 

es 10. 
» The bill, with the amendments, was then ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill for the relief of the executrix of Richard 
W. Meade being under consideration, un motion of 
Mr. Clay, the senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Thursday, Feb. 9. ‘The case of privilege (Mr. 
Adams and the petition from slaves) having been 
disposed of, for the particulars of which, see page 
285, a motion was made by Mr. Lane that the house 
do adjourn; which was decided in the negative— 
yeas 72, nays 84. 

A motion was made by Mr. McCarty that the vote 
of the house of yesterday be reconsidered, referring 
to the committee on public lands the letter from the 
secretary of the treasury, transmitting the papers 
called for by the house on the 30th of January, in 
relation to transactions at the land office at Fort 
Wayne, in the state of Indiana. 

Mr. Wise, from the committee appointed on the 
17th of January last, on so much of the message of 
the president of the U. States as relates to the “con- 
dition of the various executive departments, the abi- 
lity and integrity with which they have been con- 
ducted, the vigilant and faithful discharge of the 
public business in all of them, and the causes of 
complaint from any quarter at the manner in which 
they have fulfilled the objects of their creation,” be 
referred to a select committee, to consist of nine 
members, with power to send for persons and pa- 
pers, and with instructions to inquire into the con- 
dition of the various executive ec the 
ability and integrity with which they have been con- 
ducted, into the manner in which the public busi- 
ness has been discharged in all of them, and into all 
causes of complaint, from any quarter, at the man- 
ner in which said departments, or their bureaus or 
offices, or any of their officers or agents, of every 
description whatever, directly or indirectly con- 
nected with them in any manner, officially or unof- 
ficially, in duties pertaining to the public interest, 
have fulfilled or failed to accomplish the objects of 
their creation, or have violated their duties, or have 
injured and impaired the public service and inter- 
est; and that said committee, in its inquiries, may 
refer to such periods of time as to them may seem 
expedient snd proper, made a report in pursuance 
of the following proceeding of the select committee, 
which he handed in at the clerk’s table: 

“Reuben M. Whitney, who has been summoned 
as a witness before this committee, having, by letter, 
informed this committee of his peremptory refusal 
to attend, it becomes the duty of the committee to 
make the house acquainted with the fact: therefore, 

‘‘ Resolved, That the chairman be directed to re- 
port the letter of Reuben M. Whitney to the house, 
that such order may be taken as the dignity and 
character of the house may require.” 

And then the house adjourned. 

Friday, Feb. 10. The unfinished business was 
the report made last evening, from Mr. Wise, chair- 
man of the select committee appointed to inquire 
into the administration of the executive depart- 
ments, stating that Reuben M. Whitney had refused 
to appear before the said committee. 

Mr. Wise asked that the communication of R. M. 
Whitney be now read, that the house might see 
what was its character, and take such steps as, in 


its judgment, might be necessary to defend its own } 


dignity. 








The letter and memorial having been read, 

The speaker said it was proper he should state 
that, on Monday last, after the meeting of the house, 
a memorial of a similar character was laid on his 
table. It was not in order on that day for him to 
present it, nor had it been in ordersince. Mr. Lin- 
coln inquired whether the memorial laid on the 
speaker’s table was the same as that referred to in 
Mr. Whitney’s letter to the committee. 

The speaker said he had glanced his eye cursoril 
over it, and he was not prepared to say whether it 
was precisely the same, but, from its tenor, it ap- 

ared to be so. Mr. Lincoln said that, if it should 

the pleasure of the house that the memorial 
should be now presented, he would give way. Mr. 
Williams, of N. Carolina, objected to the presen- 
tation of the memorial at this time, on the ground 
that it had reference to a collateral matter not 
now before the house. Some desultory conversa- 
tion ensued, and the memorial finally was not pre- 
sented. Mr. Lincoln then stated that, in the few 
remarks which he had to submit, he should make 
no reference to any proceedings which might have 
occurred in reference to the same individual before 
another select committee of this house. 

He would offer the following series of resolutions 
for the consideration of the house: 

Resolved, That Reuben M. Whitney, in refusing 
to appear as a witness before a select committee 
of this house, acting by the authority of the house, 
under a resolution of the 17th January last, after 
being duly summoned thereto, has been guilty of a 
contempt of the committee and of the house. 

Resolved, That the letter addressed by the said 
Reuben M. Whitney to the committee, and by the 
committee referred to the notice of this house, de- 
claring his determination peremptorily to decline 
to appear before any committee constituted in such 
manner and of such persons as the pleasure and 
judgment of the house shall designate, until the 
house, as a conditiun precedent, shall have redress- 
ed his supposed wrongs, both in the manner and 
style of communication, is contumacious, arrogant 
and offensive; alike disrespectful to the house, and 
utterly subversive of its rightful authority. 


Resolved, That the speaker of the house issue his 
warrant, directing the sergeant-at-arms to take into 
custody the person of the said Reuben M. Whitney, 
that he may be brought to the bar of the house, to 


‘answer for the contempt aforesaid. 


Mr. Lincoln said he had offered these resolutions 
on his own responsibility. Although the resolu- 
tion which was appended to the report of the com- 
mittee had been adopted unanimously, with the ex- 
ception of the chairman, (Mr. Wise), who, from 
motives of delicacy, had not voted upon it, yet they 
had not thought it proper for them to indicate any 
course of action for the house to pursue. But, as 
the report itself presupposed the necessity of some 
action, he had thought right, as an individual mem- 
ber of the committee and of the house, to prepare 
these resolutions. 


It was his intention to allude to Mr. Whitney 
only as a contumacious witness. In relation to 
other charges which had been brought against Mr. 
W. elsewhere, whether he was corrupt or whether 
he was oppressed, he (Mr. L.) had not a word to 
say. It seemed to him that, in the present stage of 
the business, the house had nothing to do with the 
memorial, at least until it was properly before the 
house. 


The only question now was, whether he had 
been guilty of contempt in refusing to appear be- 
fore the committee, and the question towards Mr. 
W. was precisely the same as it would be towards 
any other individual. ‘The first inquiry which pre- 
sented itself was, had the committee the authority 
to issue this summons? Mr. L. proceeded to argue 
that the power of the committee, as the represen- 
tative of the house, under the resolution which au- 
thorised the said committee to call for persons and 
‘papers, was undeniable; that Mr. Whitney had been 
guilty of a legal, technical, constructive contempt, 
for which he was responsible; and that if he was 
not made responsible, it would be useless to attempt 
to investigate any subject by the intervention of 
witnesses. 


Mr. Briggs suggested to the gentleman from Mass. 
(Mr. Lincoln), that the two first resolutions would 
belong more properly toa later stage of the business; 
and referred to the cases of Anderson and Houston, 
on the journal, when the proceeding simply was to 
call the individuals to the bar of the house, to give 
them an opportunity to be heard on the question of 
contempt. 

Mr. Lincoln said he did not offer these resolutions 
without due reflection. The gentleman would find 
that there was a reason given in the resolutions for 
bringing the individual to the bar of the house. 
This was only a different mode of effecting the, 


same object; more formal, more full, and as Mr. L. 
believed, more satisfactory. ‘The two first resolu- 
tions were mere introductions to the third. 

Mr. Briggs said the house was called on by 
these resolutions to say that this individual had 
been guilty of a contempt. That was a question 
in which the individual was deeply interested, and 
in which he ought to answer. The proper course 
would be to bring him here, and not to pronounce 
on his innocence or guilt, before he had fad an op- 
ee of being heard. 

_ Mr. Lincoln could not understand what justifica- 
tion there could be for bringing Mr. Whitney to 
the bar, unless some offence had been stated. He 
instanced the case of Mr. Adums, under considera- 
tion during the present week, where the offence 
was distinctly alleged. The two first resolutions 
assumed the fact of the offence as the hasis of the 
third; but it did not follow that the individual must 
be condemned. The house must allege some cause 
as the foundation for its intervention. 

Mr. Briggs alluded to the case of Anderson, where 
the letter in which the offence was alleged, and 
which was its evidence, had been made the basis 
of a resolution directing the speaker to issue his 
warrant for the arrest of the party. In the present 
case the authority on which the resolution direct- 
ing the speaker to issue his warrant would be found- 
ed, was the report of the select committee setting 
forth the fact of the refusal of Mr. Whitney to at- 
tend. The next step was to bring him to the bar 
of the house, and not to pronounce a verdict 
against him, as the first resolution did, before he 
had been heard. The same course had been pur- 
sned in the case of Houston. The letter of the in- 
dividual who stated himself to have been knocked 
down on the avenue, was made the basis for the 
issue of the speaker’s warrant to bring the offend- 
ing party to the bar. 

He would therefore move to amend, by strikin 
out the two first resolutions; and to amend the third 
resolution by striking out the words “said” and 
“aforesaid” and inserting before the word “con- 
tempt” the words ‘an alleged.” 

After a few remarks from Messrs. Lincoln, Parks 
and Mercer, Mr. Briggs modified his motion to 
amend as follows: 

Whereas, a committee of this house have report- 
ed that Reuben M. Whitney, of the city of Wash- 
ington, has peremptorily refused to appear before 
the said committee to give evidence in obedience 
to a summons issued by said committee: Therefore 
resolved, &c. [being the same as the third resolu- 
tion heretofore offered by Mr. Lincoln.} 

Strike out the two first resolutions, and insert the 
following preamble, &c. Mr. Gholson called for the 
reading of the report of the committee; which waa 
read. Mr. D. J. Pearce contended that the house, 
in determining on this attachment, must enter into 
an explanation of the causes of the refusal; whether 
those causes were true or false; and whether, if true, 
they were sufficient to justify his refusal. Some- 
thing, he thought, was necessary to be shown be- 
yond the naked fact of refusal. Mr. Hardin con- 
tended that, inasmuch as the refusal of Mr. Whit- 
ney to attend before the committee had been un- 
conditional and absolute, the house ought to direct 
the speaker to issue his warrant that the individual 
might be brought to the bar, and give his reasons 
here why he did not testify. 

Mr. Lune suggested that the resolution should be 
so modified ‘‘as to give the sense of the house that 
Mr. Whitney ought to appear before the committee;”’ 
and if such should be declared to be the sense of the 
house, Mr. L. undertook to say that Mr. Whitney 
would appear and answer questions as he ought to 
answer them. 

Mr. Parks moved to amend the resolution by 
striking out the words “alleged contempt,” and in- 
serting ‘‘to answer for his conduct in so refusing to 
appear before the said committee.” 

Mr. Lincoln here modified his amendment to read 
as follow s: 

Resolz ed, That whereas the select committee of 
this house, acting by the authority of the house un- 
der a res olution of the 17th of January last, has re- 
ported tliat R. M. Whitney peremptorily refused to 
give evi lence in obedience toa summons duly issu- 
ed by said committee, and has addressed to fhe com- 
mittee tle letter reported by said committee to the 
house. Therefore, 

Resolt ed, That the speaker of this house issue his 
warrant, directed to the sergeant-at-arms to take 
into cusi ody the body of Reuben M. Whitney, that 
he may ‘be brought to the bar of the house to answer 
for an al leged contempt of this house. 

The si ibject was further debated by Messrs. Parks, 
Wise, D . J. Pearce, Robertson, Mercer, Lincoln and 
A. Mam :. 7 

Mr. I toon moved the previous question; but there 





was no: second. 
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The question was then taken on the amendment 
i ie by Mr. Parks; which amendment was re- 
ected. 
¢ And the question recurring on the adoption of the 
modified resolution. 
’ Mr. Thomson, of Ohio, moved to strike out all that 
portion of the resolution which directs “the speaker 
of the house to issue his warrant directing the ser- 
eant-at-arms to take into custody the person of 
Reuben M Whitney, that he may be brought to the 
bar of the house,” and to insert “summons directly 
the sergeant-at-arms to summon the said Reuben 
M. Whitney to appear before this house, to answer,” 
&c.; which amendment was rejected. 

The debate was continued by Messrs. Graves, 
Lincoln, Chambers, of Penn. and Claiborne, of Mis- 
sissippi. 

y Claiborne moved to amend the resolution, by 
adding at the end thereof ‘and that he be allowed 
counsel on that occasion, should he desire it.”’ 

Mr. Lincoln accepted this modification. 

Mr. Boon said he did not rise to debate this ques- 
tion. The end of the session was fast approaching, 
and there was a mass of important business requir- 
ing the action of the house. Whatif thisresolution 
were adopted, and a warrant should be issued to 
bring Mr. Whitney to answer at the bar of the house 
for his refusal? The house could not deny him the 
right to be heard either by himself or his counsel; a 
protracted discussion would grow out of it, and it 
would end like a similar farce on the arrest of gen- 
eral Houston had ended. He (Mr. B.) was one of 
the immortal friendly twenty who voted against that 
arrest; and the house went on with its proceeding 
until it became alarmed at finding they had no pow- 
er of punishment. He (general Houston) was 
turned loose, just as surely as Reuben M. Whitney 
would be, if brought up. He (Mr. B.) knew noth- 
ing of Mr. Whitney, but he must confess that, if 
Mr. W. had defended himself as he (Mz. B.) would 
have done, he (Mr. B.) would have entertained 
more favorable opinions towardshim. If, however, 
that individual’s character were what it had been 
stated to be on this floor, he (Mr. B.) did not know 
what his testimony was worth any where, nor why 
it should be taken at all. 

Mr. Thomson, of Ohio, called for the yeas and 
nays on the adoption of the resolution; which were 
ordered. 

The house was further addressed by Messrs. 
Thomson, of Ohio, Garland, of Louisiana, Gholson, 
Hardin, Wise, Peyton, Ashley, Jenifer. Mcikeon, and 
Glascock. 

Mr. Glascock moved to amend the resolution by 
striking out all after the word “Resolved,”’ and in- 
serting: 

Resolved, That R. M. Whitney be required to 
show cause, on to-morrow morning, why an attach- 
ment should not issue against him for an alleged con- 
tempt in refusing to gi sam under a legal summons, 
before the committee of investigation constituted by 
this house; and that a copy of this resolution be serv- 
ed on the said R. M. Whitney by the sergeant-at- 
arms. 

The debate was continued by Mr. Calhoon, of 
Kentucky. 

And the question being taken, the amendment of 
Mr Glascock was rejected. Mr. Jarvis offered the 
following amendment: 

Strike out all after ““Resolved”’ and insert: 

That the select committee appointed on the 3d of 
January to inquire whether any person had been em- 
ployed by the deposite banks as their agent to trans- 
act their business with the treasury depart ment, be 
instructed to report to this house the circwmstances 
which occurred in the committee room on the 25th 
day of January last during the examination of Reu- 
ben M. Whitney. 

After some remarks from Mr. Bell, urgingr the ne- 
cessity of asserting the authority of the hous ¢ on this 
occasion, the question on the amendment of Mr. 
Jarvis was taken, and the same was rejecte:d. 

Mr, Patton moved to lay the whole subje ct on the 
table. On that motion Mr. Lincoln callec| for the 
yeas and nays; which were ordered. On tite name 
of Mr. Adams being called, Mr. A. rose arid asked 
to be excused from voting, for reasons whicl : he sent 
in writing to the chair, aud which he re quested 
might be entered on the journal. The spea ker said 
this could only be done by the unanimous consent 
of the house. ‘The reading of the resolutic »ns hav- 
ing been called for—Mr. Mercer, said he co uld, un- 
der no circuinstances, assent to the propot iition of 
Mr. A, The speaker said the application ¢ ould not 
then be entertained at this time. Mr. Ada ms sub- 
mitted that, under the rules of the house, a member 
asking to be excused was entitled to give his reasons 
in writing. The chair said that, by a decisio n of the 
last session of congress, an application tobe . excused 
from voting could not be entertained pend ing the 
call of the yeas and nays, but must be mad e after- 


wards; an appeal had been taken, and the house had 
aflirmed the decision of the chair. 

And the question on the motion to lay the whole 
subject on the table was taken, and decided in the 
Hy, pane Tg « 88, nays 97. So the subject was not 
laid on the table. 

Mr. Graham offered the following amendment: 

Strike out all after ‘Resolved’’ and insert— 

That the speaker of this house forthwith issue his 
official summons to the sergeant-at-arms, command- 
ing him to summon R. M. Whitney to appear in 
this hall on to-morrow morning, at 11 o’clock, to 
show cause why an attachment should not issue 
against him for a contempt of the authority of the 
house, in refusing to attend the select committee 
appointed by this house on the 17th day of January, 
according to a summons duly served on him. The 
amendment was rejected. 

Mr. Adams then asked to be excused from voting, 
for the following reasons, which were sent in writ- 
ing to the chair. 

r. Adams requested to be excused from votin 
upon this and every other question of privilege af- 
fecting Reuben M. Whitney—the personal relations 
between him and that individual Goes long been 
such as to make it the duty of Mr. 4dams to decline 
acting as his judge upon any question affecting his 
personal rights. 

Mr. Adams asked that this statement might be en- 
tered on the journal; to which the speaker replied 
that it would, as a matter of course, be entered on 
the journal. 

And the question was then taken on the adoption 
of the modified resolution of Mr. Lincoln, and de- 
cided in the affirmative—yeas 100, nays 85. 

So the preamble and resolution were adopted. 

Mr. Lane moved to reconsider the vote by which 
the first of the two resolutions in the case of Mr. 
Adams had been rejected on yesterday. 

Mr. Boon moved to postpone the further consi- 
deration of the motion until to-morrow; which mo- 
tion prevailed—ayes 9:, noes not counted. 

ge on motion of Mr. Rencher, the house adjourn- 
ed. 

Saturday, Feb. 11. On motion of Mr. Mercer, 
so much of the journal was stricken out as contain- 
ed the reasons assigned by Mr. Adams yesterday 
for asking to be excused from voting on any resolu- 
tion involving the personal rights of Mr. Reuben 
M. Whitney, and which reasons had been entered 
on the journal. 

Mr. Thomas, from the joint committee appointed 
to wait on Martin VANn Buren, of New York, 
and inform him that he has been duly elected presi- 
dent of the United States for four years, commenc- 
ing with the 4th of March, 1837, reported: That 
the committee, in conformity with the directions of 
the house, had, on yesterday, waited on the presi- 
dent elect, and iniormed him that the votes for 
president of the United States had been counted by 
the two houses of congress in the manner prescrib- 
ed by the constitution; that he had received a ma- 
jority of all the votes given, and was duly elected 
president of the United States for four years, com- 
mencing on the 4th day of March, 1837. 

Mr. Van Buren expressed, in reply, his grate- 
ful sense of the distinguished honor which his fel- 
low citizens had conferred upon him, and requested 
us to assure our respective houses that they might 
rely on his unceasing efforts to execute the respon- 
sible trust about to devolve upon him, in a manner 
the most conducive to the public interest. 

On motion of Mr. T. the report was laid on the 
table and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Taylor, of New York, asked the unanimous 
consent of the house to offer, at this time, the fol- 
lowing preamble and resolution: 

Whereas, the vote of this house, taken the 9th 
day of February, 1837, on the following resolution: 
‘Resolved, That any member who shall hereafter 
present any petition from the slaves of this union, 
ought to be considered as regardless of the feelings 
of the house, the rights of the southern states, and 
unfriendly to the union,”’ may be construed into an 
expression of opinion upon the abstract monaieee of 
the right of slaves to petition congress: therefore, 

Resolved, That slaves do not possess the right of 

etition secured to the citizens of the United States 
y the constitution. 

Mr. Ingersoll said that if the resolution was en- 
tertained, he proposed to offer the following amend- 
ment; and he asked that it might be read for the 
information of the house. In its practical effect, 
the resolution vas the same as that of the gentle- 
man from New York (Mr. Taylor). The resolu- 
tion is as follows: 

The hon. John Q. Adams having inquired of the 
speaker whether it would be in order for him to 
present a petition purporting to be from certain 
slaves, and the speaker having appealed to the 





house for instructions, 





ee 

Resolved, That the house cannot receive the saiq 
petition without disregarding its own dignity ‘th 
rights of a large class of citizens of the south’ ap. 
west, and the constitution of the United States. 

Mr. Taylor said he could not accept the ameng. 
ment as a modification of his own resolution. Op. 
jections having been made to the reception of the 
resolution at this time—Mr. Cambreleng moved 4 
suspension of the rule. Mr. 4. Mann called for 
the yeas and nays on the motion. Mr. Chambers 
of Kentucky, raised the point of order whether 
since this resolution had direct reference to the re. 
solution in relation to which a motion to reconsidey 
was pending, the motion of the gentleman from 
New York could be entertained at this time. 

The speaker said it would be competent for the 
house to suspend the rule. 

Mr. Lewis hoped that the question on the recon. 
sideration of that resolution would be brought im. 
mediately before the house. 


And thereupon, Mr. Taylor moved to suspend 


and 


§|the rule [which suspension would postpone the 


privileged question in the case of Mr. Whitney} to 
take up the motion submitted on yesterday by Mr, 
Lane, to reconsider the vote by which the following 
resolution had been rejected: 4 

1. Resolved, That any member who shall hereaf. 
ter present any petition from the slaves of this 
union ought to be considered as regardless of the 
feelings of the house, the rights of the southern 
states, and unfriendly to the union. 

Mr. Lane asked the yeas and nays on the motion 
to suspend; which were ordered. 

After some remarks from Messrs. Ashley, Under- 
wood and Mercer, 


Mr. Gideon Lee said that, as it was his opinion 
that every member perfectly understood the simple 
question immediately before the house, and as he 
believed that this discussion could not enlighten a 
single mind; and as, if more discussion were neces- 
sary, it might follow on the propositions which had 
yet to follow, he begged leave respectfully to move 
the previous question; in which demand he hoped 
the house would sustain him. 


Mr. Adams said he was desirous to present a few 
thoughts to the house, and he hoped the call for the 
previous question would not be pressed. The mo- 
tion for reconsideration did not, it was true, extend 
to that resolution, which had been most ingenious- 
ly prepared for the purpose of. 


The speaker said that the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts could not proceed unless the demand for 
8 Rew erus question should be withdrawn. 

r. G, Lee said he had made the motion under a 
conscientious sense of duty, and he must insist 
upon it. 

_And the house seconded the demand for the pre- 
vious question—ayes 108, noes not counted. 

So there was a second. 

And the house determined that the main question 
should be now taken. 

And the main question, ‘will the house reconsi- 
der the vote by which the resolution was rejected?” 


was then taken and decided in the affirmative, as 
follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alford, C. Allan, Anthony Ash, 
Barton, Bean, Bell, Black, Bockee, Boon, Boul- 
din, Bovee, Boyd, Burns, Bynum, John Calhoon, 
Cambreleng, Campbell, Carr, Carter, Casey, John 
Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, Chapin, Nathaniel 
H. Claiborne, John F. H. Claiborne, Cleveland, 
Coles, Connor, Cramer, Crane, Crary, Cushman, 
Dawson, Deberry, Doubleday, Dromgoole, Efner, 
Fairfield, Farlin, Forester, Fowler, French, Fry, 
Galbraith, James Garland, Rice Garland, Gholson, 
Gillett, Glascock, Graham, Grantland, Graves, Grif- 
fin, Haley, Joseph Hall, Hamer, Harlan, Samuel 8. 
Harrison, Albert G. Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, 
Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Howell, Hubley, 
Hunt, Huntington, Huntsman, Ingham, Jarvis, 
Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnsou, Henry 
Johnson, John W. Jones, Kennon, Kilgore, Klin- 
gensmith, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, Lawler, Gideon 
Lee, Joshua Lee, Thomas Lee, Luke Lea, Lewis, 
Logan, Loyall, Lucas, Lyon, Abijah Mann, Mar- 
tin, William Mason, Moses Mason, Sampson Ma- 
son, Maury, McComas, McKay, McKeon, McKim, 
McLene, Mercer, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, 
Morgan, Muhlenberg, Owens, Page, Parks, Patter- 
son, Patton, Franklin Pierce, D. J. Pearce, James 
A. Pearce, Pearson, Pettigrew, Peyton, Phelps, 
Pinckney, John Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Ri- 
chardson, Robertson, Rogers, Schenck, Seymour, 
Wm. B. Shepard, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shields, 
Shinn, Spangler, Standefer, Steele, Storer, Talia- 
ferro, Taylor, John Thomson, Waddy Thompson, 
Toucey, Turrill, Underwood, Vanderpnel, Wage- 
ner, Ward, Webster, Weeks, White, Thomas T. 
Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, 
Wise, Yell—159. 
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N AYS-—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Bailey, 
Beaumont, Bond, Borden, Briggs, Buchanan, Wil- 
jiam B. Calhoun, George Chambers, Clark, Cush- 
ing, Darlington, Denny, Evans, Everett, Granger, 
Grennell, Hiland Hall, Hard, Harper, Hazeltine, 
Henderson, Hoar, Ingersoll, Wm. Jackson, Janes, 
Lawrence, Lay, Lincoln, Love, Job Mann, McCar- 
ty, McKennan, Milligan, Parker, Phillips, Potts, 
Reed, Russell, Slade, Sloane, Vinton, Elisha Whit- 
tlesey, Young—45. 

So the house determined that the vote should be 
reconsidered. 

Mr. Taylor then moved to amend the resolution 
by striking out all after the word ‘‘Resolved,” and 
inserting: 

That slaves do not possess the right of petition 
secured to the people of the United States by the 
constitution.” 

After some remarks from Mr. Pickens, 

Mr. Ingersoll moved to amend the amendment by 
striking out all after the word ‘‘that,” and inserting: 

The hon. John Quincy Adams having inquired of 
the speaker whether it would be in order for him to 
present a petition purporting to be from slaves; and 
the speaker having appealed to the house for in- 
structions, 

Resolved, That this house cannot receive the said 
petition without disregarding its own dignity, the 
rights of a large class of citizens of the south and 
west, and the constitution of the United States. 

Mr. Ingersoll warmly advocated his amendment 
which was offered with a view of insuring tran- 
quillity and peace. Mr. Vanderpoel hoped his col- 
jeague (Mr. Taylor) would accept the modification 
and addressed the house at some length in favor of 
it. Mr. Johnson of Lou. proposed the following 
amendment to the resolution; add to the end the 
words “and endangering the union.” 

The amendment not being in order at this time, 
(an amendment to an amendment being pending), 
Mr. J. asked Mr. Ingersoll to accept this modifica- 
tion, but he declined doing so. 


Mr. Ingersoll modified his resolution as follows: 
«An inquiry having been made by an honorable 
gentleman from Massachusetts whether a paper 
which he held in his hand, purporting to be a peti- 
tion from certain slaves, and declaring themselves 


- to be slaves, came within the order of the house of 


ea the 18th January, and the said paper not having | Moore, Morgan, Muhlenberg, Owens, Page, Parks, 


been received by the speaker, he stated that, in a 
case so extraordinary and novel he would take the 
advice and counsel of the house.” 

The subject was debated by Messrs. Patton, Su- 
therland, Bynum, Bouldin, and W. Thompson. 

[Mr. Howard here gave notice (being entitled so 
to do, the question to which the notice referred be- 
ing one of privilege), that he should move to recon- 


_ sider the vote by which the resolution of the gentle- 


man from Massachusetts (Mr. Lincoln), directing 
Mr. R. M. Whitney to be brought to the bar of the 
house, had been adopted.] 


The subject under discussion was further debated 
by Messrs. Lane, Wise, Harrison, Underwood, and 
Craig; and after some remarks from Mr. Anthony, 


- ppealing to the house to meet the question without 
» further discussion, Mr. Taylor indicated his accept- 
© ance of Mr. Ingersoll’s, modified resolution as a 
> modification of his own. 


Mr. Adams then moved to amend the resolution, 
first by inserting after the words “order of the 18th 
of January,” the words “which order is in the fol- 
lowing words.” 

“Resolved, That all petitions, momorials, resolu- 
tions, propositions or papers, relating in any way, 


» ortoany extent whatever, to the subject of slavery, 
| orthe abolition of slavery, shall, without being either 


printed or referred, be laid upon the table, and that 


| no further action whatever shall be had thereon.” 


Mr. A, said, probably the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania would accept of this as a modification.— 
Mr, Ingersoll said he certainly could not do so; and, 
ii the gentlemen wished, he would assign his rea- 
Sons. Mr, Adams said he should be perfectly wil- 
ng to hear the gentleman’s reasons hereafter, but 
he could not now yield the floor. Mr. A. then stat- 
ed his second amendmeut, which was to strike out 
all after the word “resolved,” and insert “ that the 


sud paper, as stated by the member from Massa- 


> chusetts, is not within the said order of the house.” 


Mr. A. then addressed the house at great length, in 


» Telation to the causes, progress and effecis of the 


| petition secured to the citzens o 


discussion of the past week. 
Mr. Taylor modified his resolution by adding 
“Resolved, That slaves do not pens the right of 
the United States 
y the constitution.” 
After some further remarks from Messrs. Gran- 


’ ger, Alford, Taliaferro, Adams, and W. Thompson. 


Mr. W. Thompson accepted the whole modified 
resolution a3 asubstitute for his original proposition. 





} 


Mr. C. Johnson demanded the previous question. 
And there was a second. 
_ And the house determined that the main ques- 
tion should be now taken. 


Mr. Vanderpoel called for the yeas and nays on 
the main question; which were ordered. A divi- 
sion of the question was then called for; which was 
ordered. And the question was then taken on the 
first branch of the main question, which is in the 
following words: 


“An inquiry having been made by an honorable 
gentleman from Massachusetts whether a paper 
which he held in his hand, purporting to be a peti- 
tion from certain siaves, and declaring themselves to 
be slaves, came within the order of the house of the 
18th of January, and the said paper not having been 
received by the speaker, he stated that, in a case, so 
extraordinary and novel, he would take the advice 
and counsel of the house. 


Resolved, That this house cannot receive said peti- 
tion without disregarding its own dignity, the rights 
of a large class of citizens of the south and west, 
and the constitution of the United States. 

And the question was decided in the affirmative, 
as follows: | 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Chilton Allan, Anthony, 
Ash, Ashley, Bean, Bell, Black, Bockee, Boon, 
Bouldin, Bovee, Boyd, Bunch, Bynum, John Cal- 
hoon, Cambreleng, Campbell, Carter, Casey, John 
Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, Chapin, N. H. Clai- 
borne, John fF. H. Claiborne, Cleveland, Coles, Con- 
nor, Corwin, Craig, Cramer, Crary, Cushman, Daw- 
son, Deberry, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Elmore, Fair- 
field, Farlin, Fowler, French, Fry, Galbraith, James 
Garland, Rice Garland, Gholson, Gillet, Giascock, 
Graham, Grantland, Graves, Haley, Joseph Hall, 
Hamer, Hannegan, Hardin, Harlan, a 38 Albert 
G. Harrison, Hawkins, Haynes, Holsey, Holt, Hop- 
kins, Howard, Howell, Hubley, Hunt, Huntington, 
Huntsman, Ingersoll, Ingham, Jarvis, Jenifer, Jos. 
Johnson, Richard M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, Henry 
Johnson, John W. Jones, Kennon, Kilgore, Klingen- 
smith, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, Lawler, Lay, Gideon 
Lee, Joshua Lee, Thomas Lee, Luke Lea, Leo- 
nard, Lewis, Logan, Loyall, Lucas, Lyon, Abijah 
Mann, Job Mann, Martin, William Mason, Moses 
Mason, S. Mason, Maury, McComas, McKay, 
McKeon, McLene, Mercer, Miller, Montgomery, 
Patterson, Patton, Franklin Pierce, J. A. Pearce, 
Pearson, Peyton, Phelps, Pinckney, Rencher, John 
Reynolds, Joseph Reynolds, Richardson, Robertson, 
Rogers, Schenck, Seymour, Agustine H. Shepperd, 
Shields, Shinn, Sickles, Standefer, Sutherland, Ta- 
liaferro, Taylor, Thomas, John Thomson, Wadd 
Thompson, Turrill, Underwood, Vanderpoel, Wage- 
ner, Ward, Webster, Weeks, White, T. T. Whit- 
tlesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, Wise, 
Yell, Young—160. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Beau- 
mont, Bond, Borden, William B. Calhoun, Carr, 
George Chambers, Childs, Clark, Crane, Cushing, 
Darlington, Denny, Evans, Samuel 8. Harrison, 
Hazeltine, Henderson, Herod, William Jackson, 
Janes, Lincoln, Love, McKennon, Morris, Parker, 
D. J. Pearce, Phillips, Potts, Russell, Slade, Sloane, 
Spangler, Sprague, Elisha Whitilesey—35. 

So the first resolution was adopted. 

And the question was then taken on the second 
branch of the main question, which is in the follow- 
ing words: 

Resolved, That slaves do not possess the right of 
petition secured to the citizens of the United States 
by the constitution. 

Mr. Haley moved to lay the whole subject on the 
table; which motion was rejected. 


And the question on the second branch of the 
main question was then taken, and decided in the 
affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Meessrs. Alford, C. Allan, Ash, Ashley, 
Bean, Bell, Black, Bockee, Bond, Boon, Bouldin, 
Bovee, Boyd, Bunch, Burns, Bynum, John Calhoon, 
Cambreleng, Campbell, Carr, Carter, Casey, George 
Chambers, J. Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, Cha- 
pin, Childs, Nath. H. Claiborne, J. F. H. Claiborne, 
Cleveland, Coles, Connor, Corwin, Craig, Cramer, 
Crary, Cashing, Cushman, Dawson, Deberry, Dou- 
bleday, Dromgoole, Dunlap, Elmore, Fairfield, Far- 
lin, Fowler, French, Fry, Galbraith, James Garland, 
Rice Garland, Gholson, Gillett, Glascock, Graham, 
Grantland, Graves, Joseph Hall, Hamer, Hannegan, 
Hardin, Harlan, Harper, Albert G. Harris on, Haw- 
kins, Haynes, Herod, Holsey, Holt, Hopkins, How- 
ard, Howell, Hubley, ae Hurits man, Jar- 
vis, Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, Richard M. Johnson, 
C. Johnson, Henry Johnson, John W. Jones, Ken- 
non, Kilgore, Klingensmith, Lane, Lansing, Law- 
ler, Lay, Gideon Lee, Joshua Lee, Yhomas Lee, 
Luke Lea, Lewis, Lincoln, Logan, Loy-all, Lucas, 
Lyon, A. Mann, Job Mann, Martin, W'm. Mason, 


me 
ema 


Moses Mason, pi a Mason, Maury, McComas, 
McKay, McKeon, McLene, Mercer, Miller, Mont- 
— Moore, Morgan, Muhlenberg, Owens, Page, 

arks, Patterson, Patton, Franklin Pierce, J. A. 
Pearce, Pearson, Pettigrew, Peyton, Phelps, Pinck- 
ney, Rencher, Jos. Reynolds, Richardson, Robert- 
son, Rogers, Schenck, Wm. B. Shepard, Augustine 
H. Shepperd, Shields, Shinn, Sickles, or. 
Standefer, Taliaferro, Taylor, Thomas, J. ‘Thomp- 
son, W. Thompson, Turrill, Underwood, Vander- 
poel, Wagener, Ward, Webster, Weeks, White, Eli- 
sha Whittlesey, T. T. Whittlesey, Lewis Williams, 
Sherrod Willams, Yell, Young—162. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Heman Allen, Beau- 
mont, Borden, Darlington, Denny, Haley, Hazel- 
tine, Ingersoll, William Jackson, Janes, Love, Par- 
ker, Phillips, Potts, Russell, Slade, Slone—18. 

Henry A. Wise, excused. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

The speaker announced that the warrant issued 
for the arrest of R. M. Whitney had been served, 
and that that individual was now in the custody of 
the sergeant-at-arms, waiting the further pleasure 
of the house. 

Mr. Howard, withdrew his motion to reconsider 
the vote by which the resolution directing R. M. 
Whitney to be brought to the bar of the house had 
been adopted. 

Mr. Calhoon, of Kentucky, offered the following 
resolution; which was agreed to. 

Resolved, That Reuben M. Whitney, now in the 
custody of the sergeant-at-arms, be brought to the 
bar of this house to answer for an alleged contempt 
of the house, in peremptorily refusing to appear, 
and give evidence as a witness on a summons dul 
issued by a seleet committee, acting by the authori- 
ty of this house under a resolution of the 17th of 
January last, and in the matter of a letter, expres- 
sing said refusal, addressed by the said Reuben M. 
Whitney to the committee, and by the committee 
referred to the house; and that he be forthwith fur- 
nished with a copy of the report of said committee, 
and of the letter aforesaid. 

On motion of Mr. Hannegan, the house adjourned. 

Monday, Feb. 13. The speaker announced that 
Reuben M. Whitney, now in custody for an alleged 
contempt of the authority of the house, was with- 
out the bar waiting the further pleasure of the house. 

The chair also stated that the accused had been 
furnished with copies of the papers referred to in the 
resolution adopted on Saturday last. 

Mr. Patton moved that the sergeant-at-arms be 
directed to bring the prisoner to the bar of the house: 
which motion prevailed. 

The accused having been placed at the bar, the 


Y | speaker addressed him as follows: 


“Reuben M. Whitney: You have been brought 
before the house by its order to answer the charge 
of an alleged contempt of this house, in having pe- 
remptorily refused to give evidence in obedience to 
a summons duly issued by a committee of this house, 
which committee had, by an order of the house, 
power to send for persons and papers. 

“Before you are called upon to answer in any 
manner to the subject matter of this charge, it is my 
duty as the presiding officer of this house to inform 

ou that, by an order of the house, you will be al- 
owed counsel, shonld you desire it. If you have 
any request to make in relation to this subject, your 
request will now be received and considered by the 
house. If, however, you are now ready to proceed, 
in the investigation of the charge, you will state it, 
and the house will take order accordingly.” 

To which the accused replied, that he held in his 
hand a paperin relation to the charge; which he re- 
spectfully requested might be received and read. 

The following paper was then read: 

The undersigned answers that his refusal to at- 
tend the committee upon the summons of its chair- 
man, was not intended or believed by him to be dis- 
respectful to the honorable the house of representa- 
tives, nor does he now believe that he thereby com- 
mitted a contempt of the house. 

His reasons for refusing to attend the committee 
are truly stated in his letter to that committee. 

He did not consider himself bound to obey a sum- 
mons issued by the chairman of the committee. 

He had attended in obedience to such a summons 
before another committee, voluntarily, and without 
objections to the validity of the process; and would 
have attended in the same way before the present 
committee, but for the belief that he might thereby 
be exposed to insult and violence. 

He denies, therefore, that he has committed a con- 
tempt of the house; becanse, 

Ist. The process upon him was illegal, and he was 
not bound to obey it. And secondly, : 

Because he could not attend without exposing 
himself thereby to outrage and violence. 





If the house shall decide in favor of the authority 
of the process, and that the respondent is bound to 








398 


NILES’ WEEKLY REGISTER—FEB. 18, 1837—-CONGRESS. 








obey it, then he respectfully asks in such case, that, 
in consideration of the peculiar circumstances in 
which he is placed, as known to the house, the com- 
mittee may be instructed to receive his testimony 
upon interrogatories to be answered on oath before a 
inagistrate, as has been done in other instances in 
relation to other witnesses. Or that the committee 
be instructed to prohibit the use or introduction of 
secret and deadly weapons in the committee room 
during the examination of the witnesses. 


And in case he shall think it necessary, he prays 
to be heard by counsel, and to be allowed to offer 
testimony ou the matters herein submitted, 

Mr. Gholson offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That Reuben M. Whitney be now per- 
mitted to examine witnesses before this house in re- 
lation to his alleged contempt. 

Mr. Haynes said he understood that the prisoner 
denied the power of the house; and that it seemed 
proper to dispose of this preliminary question first. 


Mr. Pation said the proper course would be for | 4 


the accused to withdraw whilst the house deliberat- 
ed as to the course it would pursue. He merely 
made the suggestion. He did not make the motion, 
because he did not wish to place himself in the po- 
sition of having any thing to do with this trial. 


Mr. Bouldin said he wished only to make one sug- 
gestion. One proposition of the gentleman brought 
before the house was, that he was willing to go be- 
fore the committee, if that committee would go into 
the committee room unarmed. He (Mr. B.) was 
sure the committee did not wish to go into the room 
armed, He wished to suggest to the committee and 
to the house that this would avoid all other trouble 
about the matter. 


Mr. Lincoln said the committee towards which 
this contempt had been committed had satisfied 
themselves with reporting the fact of the contempt 
to the house, but that it was manifest that the report 
looked to some action on the part of the house; and 
that, if it did not—if witnesses could refuse to 
answer questions, and that refusal was passed over 
in silence, committees could no longer proceed in 
the discharge of the duties imposed on them. For 
the purpose of indicating the course which he 
thought the house should pursue, he would offer the 
following as an amendment to the resolution of the 
gentleman from Mississippi: 

Strike out all after the word ‘‘Resolved” and in- 
sert, 

“That a committee of privileges, consisting of 
members, be appointed, and instructed to re- 
port a mode of proceeding in the case of R. M. Whit- 
ney, who is now in custody by virtue of an order of 
this house; and that said committee have leave to 
execute the duty assigned to them immediately.” 

Mr. Mercer hoped the house would adhere to what 
had been the invariable course in these cases, and 
that the resolution of the gentleman from Massachu- 
setts would not prevail. 

Mr. Patton again suggested that the accused 
should retire. 

And, such being the sense of the house, the speak- 
er directed the sergeant-at-arms to conduct Reuben 
M. Whitney from the bar of the house. 

After some remarks by Messrs. McKay, Bouldin, 
Hoar, Huntsman, Cambreleng, 4. Mann, Vander- 
poel, Lane, Calhoon, of Kentucky, Gholson, Hardin, 
Lincoln and Bell, 

Mr. 4. Mann moved to amend the resolution of 
the gentleman from Virginia by adding to the end 
thereof the following: 

“And that a committee of five be appointed by 
the speaker to examine such witnesses on the part 
of the house.” 

Mr. Gholson accepted the modification. 

Mr. .4sh asked for the yeas and nays on Mr. Lin- 
coln’s amendment; which were refused. 


And the question on the amendment of Mr. L. 
was then taken, and decided in the negative. 

So the amendment was rejected. 

‘The question recurring on the modified resolution 
of Mr. Gholson, 

Mr. Boon moved to amend the resolution by strik- 
ing out all after the word ‘‘Resolved,” and insert- 
ing— 

“That Reuben M. Whitney, now at the bar of 
the house, be forthwith discharged from the custody 
of the sergeant-at-arms.” 

After some remarks from Messrs. Boon and An- 
thony, 

Mr. Chapin moved toamend the modified resolu- 
tion of Mr. Gholson, by adding to the end thereof 
the following: 

“That the questions put shall be reduced to writ- 
ing before proposed to the witness, and that the an- 
swers be sles reduced to writing. Every question 
pet by any other member of the committee shall 

ye reduced to writing by such member, and be pro- 
pounded to the witness by the speaker, if not ob- 





jected to; but if any question shall be objected to, 
or any testimony oflered shall be objected to, by any 
member, the member so objecting, and the accused 
or his counsel, shall be withdrawn, after which the 
sents shall be decided without further debate. 

f parol evidence is offered, the witnesses shall be 
sworn by the speaker, and be examined at the bar, 
unless they are members of the house, in which 
case they may be examined in their places.” 

Mr. Gholson accepted the modification. 

Mr. Parks said he was one of those who had op- 
poses the resolution directing this individual to be 

rought to the bar of the house; but, since he had 
been brought, he (Mr. P.) was of opinion that it 
was due to the individual, to the committee, to the 
house and to the nation, that the whole facts of the 
case should be ascertained, and laid before the na- 
tion. 

For the purpose of coming as early as possible to 
the business of the house, he moved the previous 
uestion. 

And the house decided the demand—ayes 97, noes 
not counted. 

And the house determined that the main question 
should now be taken. 

And the main question, being on the adoption of 
the modified resolution of Mr. Gholson, was taken, 
and decided in the affirmative. 

So the resolution was adopted. 

The accused having again been placed at the bar 
of the house, 

The speaker announced that he had appointed the 
committee directed by the resolution, to consist of 
the following named gentlemen: Messrs. Gholson, 
of Mississippi; Lincoln, of Massachusetts; Thomas, 
of Maryland; Hardin, of Kentucky; and Owens, of 
Georgia. 

The resolution, just adopted, having been read 
for the information of the accused, 

The speaker inquired whether he was now ready 
to proceed with his case? 

The accused said he was not ready; and he asked 
that time might be allowed him until Wednesday 
next for the purpose of preparation; and, also, that 
the individuals whose names appeared on a paper 
which he sent to the chair might be summoned to 
appear at that time. 

And the house granted the request of the accused 
for time. 

The individuals whose names appeared on the 
paper sent to to the chair were, Mr. Mariin, Mr. 
Fairfield, Mr. Gillett and Mr. Hamer, of the house 
of representatives; Mr. W. D. Lewis, of Philadel- 
phia, now in the city of Washington; and Mr. J. T. 
Sullivan, of the city of Washington. 

Mr. Calhoon, of Kentucky, suggested that, as the 
members of the house were regularly in attendance, 
their names should be struck out. 

A division of the question was ordered; and the 
question having Leen taken, subpe@nas were order- 
ed to be issued to W. D. Lewisand J. T. Sullivan. 

Mr. Underwood rose to protest against the whole 
proceeding in this case from beginning to end. His 
idea was, thatthe only proper course would be this: 
The prisoner had refused to appear before the cor- 
mittee. He ought to be required to state on oath, 
orally or in writing, why he had refused. After 
that had been done, the house could decide whether 
the reasons he assigned were sufficient or not. If 
the house should determine they were sufficient, 
they would discharge the accused; if not sufficient, 
the correct course would be to keep him in custody, 
and require him to attend before the committee un- 
til he answered, and when all the questions which 
might be put to him should have been answered, 
he should be discharged. This would despatch the 
matter direetly, and the house might proceed to the 
consideration of the public business. 

Mr. Harrison, of Missouri, moved to reconsider 
the vote by which the resolution in the case of Reu- 
hen M. Whitney had been adopted. 

On that motion Mr. Williams, of North Carolina, 
called for the yeas and nays, which were ordered. 

Mr. Hopkins demanded the previous question on 
the motion to reconsider. 

And the house seconded the ecall—ayes 89, noes 
not counted. 

And the house determined that the main question 
should now be taken. 

And the main question ‘Will the house reconsi- 
der the vote?’ was taken, and decided in the nega- 
tive—yeas 92, nays 95. 

So the house would not reconsider the vote. 

And the question was then taken on the motion 
that summ:>nses be issued to the members of the 
house before named. 

The motion prevailed—ayes 100, noes 82, So the 
summonses ‘were directed to be issued. 

The accus ed then asked to be furnished with a 
copy of the 1 esojution which had been adopted; and 





it was so orc ered. 





j 


ee 

The accused was then removed from the bar. 

On motion of Mr. Mercer, the house suspended 
the rule, for the purpose of calling for petitions in 
the reverse order of territories and states; 

When several petitions were accordingly pre. 
sented. Amongst these were one by the speake, 
from Jacob Grear, stating that he had in his pos. 
session a fifty dollar note, money of the continenta} 
congress, which amount he prayed might be paiq 
him in gold and silver, which was referred to the 
committee on revolutionary claims. 

The speaker also presented the petition of Reuben 
M. Whitney, stating that he had been summoned 
before a committee of the house, complaining of 
certain proceedings, and asking the house to grant 
him redress, which was laid on the table, and order. 
ed to be printed. 

Mr. W. Thompson said he had the honor to pre. 
sent the memorial of sundry citizens of the District 
of Columbia, praying the recognition of the inde. 
pendence of Texas. And he proposed the follow. 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, That the memorial be referred to the 
committee of the whole on the state of the union, 
and that it be made the special order of the day for 
Tuesday week. 

Mr. T. said, if in order, he would submit a few 
remarks. 

The speaker said the memorial, if it gave rise to 
debate, must lie over by the rule. 

Mr. Howard moved the reference of the memorial 
to the committee on foreign affairs. 

And the memorial was ordered to lie over. 

Mr. Garland, of Virginia, presented a similar 
memorial from the citizens of the District; and 
moved its reference to the committee on foreign 
affairs. 

Mr. D. H. Lewis wished to inquire from the 
chairman of the committee on foreign affairs, (Mr. 
Howard), whether that gentleman expected short- 
ly to bring this subject before the house. 

Mr. Howard, (under leave of the house), in re- 
ply, said he would remind the gentleman from 
Alabaina, (Mr. Lewis), and the house, that about 
a month ago the committee on foreign affairs had 
instructed him, (Mr.H.) to report a resolution call- 
ing on the president of the United States for in- 
formation on the condition of our relations with 
Mexico. The information then called for was con- 
sidered by the committee to have an important 
bearing on the aspect of our affairs with Texas. It 
was their opinion that that information was material 
to the investigation of this subject, and they de- 
sired to have it in their possession before they made 
up their opinion as to the recognition of the inde- 
pendence of Texas. 

When these documents came before the house, a 
motion was made that they be referred to the com- 
mittee on foreign affairs; and an honorable member 
from Kentucky, (Mr. Boyd), at the same time, of- 
fered a resolution sending instructions to the com- 
mittee to report a resolution acknowledging the in- 
dependence of Texas. From that moment to the 
present, the committee had never had it in their 
power to enter upon the consideration of these do- 
cuments, the matter being tied up by the pending 
motion of reference; and, as they could not get ac- 
cess to these papers, it remained for the house to 
dispose of them. After that the committee could 
take some steps. 

Mr. Robertson asked consent to submit the fol- 
lowing resolution in reference to this subject. 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this house all cor- 
respondence and communications, (if any), which 
have passed between the executive of the United 
States and general Santa Ana during. his recent 
visit to Washington, or since his capture by the 
Texian army. not heretofore communicated, in 
what character, whether as the recognized repre- 
sentative of the Mexican government or other- 
wise; such correspondence or communications as 
have been carried on with him; also, whether either 
of the vessels equipped or destined for the ex- 
ploring expedition for the Pacific ocean and South 
sea, or any other public vessel has been put in 
requisition for his conveyance to Mexico or else- 
where, and, if so, the reasons which, in the opinion 
of the president, rendered such requisition neces- 
sary or proper, with all orders relative thereto; 
also, all communications and correspondence, if any, 
between the executive of the United States and 
general Samuel Houston, or other persons claim- 
ing to exercise the powers of government in Texas, 
relating to the civil war now or recently prevailing 
therein, or relating to any proposed interference or 
negotiation on the part of the United States, on be- 
half of Texas. 

Objections having been made, 

Mr. Robertson moved to suspend the rule to en- 
able him to offer the same, and asked for the yess 
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> and nays; which were ordered, and, being taken,{ Mr. Ward reported a bill making appropriations) The speaker decided that the motion of the gen- 


4 were, Yeas 65, nays 87. 


So the rule was not suspended. twit) 

Mr. Ingersoll presented a petition praying aid to 
the Colonization society, which, he moved be re- 
ferred to the committee on foreign affairs. 

Mr. Adams objected, and contended that the me- 
morial should be laid on the table, under the order 
of the 18th January. 

| The speaker said the memorial would not come 
' under the resolution. Similar memorials had been 
resented, which, in some instances, had been re- 
ferred, and in others, had been laid on the table.— 
In the latter instance, the disposition was the effect 
of a motion made for such purpose. 
Mr. Adams called for the reading of the memo- 


And the memorial giving rise to debate, was 

then ordered to lie over. ] 

Mr. Beaumont, by consent, offered the following 

resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary 
"be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
bringing in a bill defining the offence of a contempt 

of this house, and to provide for the punishment 
> thereof. 
- After some remarks from Messrs. Beaumont and 
) Adams, 
Mr. Cambreleng moved the previous question, 
and the house seconded the call. 
* And the main question was ordered to be now 
>> taken. 
- And the main question being on the adoption of 
' the resolution, was taken, and decided in the nega- 
> tive. 
’ Mr. Cambreleng presented the memorial of va- 
rious authors of Great Britain, praying congress to 
/pass a copy-right law, which was referred to the 
committee on the judiciary. 
" The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the first comptroller of the treasury, transmitting a 
> list of the balances standing on the books of the 
"> treasury against the receivers of public moneys. 
- A message was received from the president of 
'} the United States communicating a treaty made 
with the empire of Morocco. 
> Mr. Pinckney presented a resolution, which was 
> referred to the committee on foreign affairs, calling 
upon the president to instruct the minister of the 
7 United States at Denmark to open a negotiation 
> with that court forthe purpose of obtaining indem- 
'/ nification for three prizes sent by John Paul Jones 
> into the ports of that kingdom during the revolu- 
"> tionary war, and which were delivered up by the 
"> government thereof to Great Britain. 
> On motion of Mr. Denny, the committee of com- 
> merce was directed to inquire into the expediency 
of making appropriations for erecting a national 
> hospital at Pittsburgh, Pa. 
3 On motion of Mr. Leonard, the committee of 
commerce was directed to inquire into the expe- 
 diency of making a survey of the valley of the Sus- 
~ quehannah river, from the northern termination of 
» the North Branch canal, of Pennsylvania, to the 
southern termination of the Chenango canal, in the 
) State of New York; and, also, from the northern ter- 
minatiou of the first mentioned canal to the southern 
termination of the Chenango canal, in New York 
aforesaid. 

On motion of Mr. Storer, inquiry was authorised 
» 48 to the expediency of providing for the library of 

congress, a full length statue in marble of chief 

Justice Marshall. 

> Avast number of petitions on the subject of the 
) abolition of slavery was presented,—and 

; . motion of Mr. C. Johnson, the house adjourn- 
> ed. 
Tuesday, Feb. 14. On motion of Mr. Jarvis, the 
committee on naval affairs, were discharged from 


for.the public buildings, &c. 

The speaker laid before the house a message from 
the president of the United States, transmitting a 
letter from the governor of New Hampshire, com- 
municating several resolutions of the legislature of 
that state, and claiming the reimbursement of cer- 
tain expenses incurred by that state in maintaining 
jurisdiction over that portion of its territory north 
of the 45th degree of north latitude, known by the 
name of Indian Stream. 


Also, a message from the president of the United 
States, transmitting a copy of the instructions pre- 
pared, under his direction, by the war department, 
for the commissioners appointed in pursuance of 
the request contained in the resolution adopted by 
the house of representatives on the Ist of July last, 
to investigate the causes of the hostilities then ex- 
isting with the Creek Indians. 

On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the house sus- 
pended the rule, and went into committee of the 
whole on the state of the union, (Mr. Pation in the 
chair), on certain appropriation bills. 


On motion of Mr. Cambreleng, the committee 
took up the bill making appropriations for the sup- 
port of the army for the year 1837, which had been 
returned from the senate with certain amendments. 


The amendment providing for the payment of 
the Tennessee volunteers, called out under the re- 
quisition of gen. Gaines and gov. Cannon, excited 
some discussion, in which Messrs. Carter, E. Whit- 
tlesey, Cambreleng, Underwood and Graves partici- 
pated. 


Mr. Graves moved to amend the amendment of 
the senate by adding thereto a section appropriat- 
ing seventy-five thousand dollars for pay, equipment 
and clothing of the Kentucky volunteers called into 
service under the requisition of gen. Gaines; [em- 
bracing only such as after they were accepted 
equipped themselves at their own expense]. 


Various other amendments were moved by gen- 
tlemen from the several states whose militia have 
been called into service during the present Indian 
wars, to cover their respective claims, which amend- 
ments were ordered to be printed, and the bill laid 
aside. 

The naval appropriation bill was then taken up. 

The pending question was on the motion of Mr. 
Jarvis to amend the following paragraph. 


“For pay of commissioned, warrant and petty 
officers, and of seamen, two million four hundred 
and thirty-four thousand eight hundred and eighty- 
six dollars, [and which item includes tae appro- 
priation for the exploring expedition], by reducing 
the amount to two million two hundred and eighty- 
four thousand dollars.” 


Mr. J. now moved to modify his pending motion 
for reduction, by reducing the original amount only 
$51,118, [this Fes the difference in the amount 
required for fitting out a frigate]. 

As a further modification of his amendment, Mr. 
J. moved to add the following proviso, to be insert- 
ed at the end of the 8th line: 


‘Provided that nothing in this or any other appro- 
priation bill shall be considered as authorising or ap- 
proving of any increase of the surveying or explor- 
ing expedition, authorised by the act of June, 
1836,” 

After some remarks from Mr. Jarvis, to show 
that a frigate was not the proper class of vessel to 
be sent on this expedition, and in vindication of 
his course on this subject, Mr. D. J. Pearce said, 
as there was no quorum present, he would move the 
committee rise. Mr. P. withdrew the motion, and 
Mr. Cambreleng appealed to the committee not to 
waste further time in debating this subject, as there 
were only a few days remaining of the session. 


| the further consideration of the memorial of the| Mr. P. then renewed his motion. The committee 


Boston chamber of commerce, for vessels stationed 
onthe Atlantic coast, and that the same be refer- 

» Ted to the secretary of the navy. 

' Mr. Hard reported a bill to provide for the con- 

' struction of the Niagara ship canal. 

| Mr. Cambreleng reported a bill making appro- 

' priations for the suppression of Indian hostilities 
for the year 1837. 

| Mr. Garland reported a bill supplementary to 

» the acts entitled ‘an act for the reorganization of 

| the department of Indian affairs,” and ‘an act to 

ery trade and intercourse with the Indian 
| tribes, and to preserve peace on the frontier,” both 
| 4pproved June 30, 1834, and for other purposes. 

: r. McKim reported a bill for the relief of the 
President and directors of the Baltimore and Sus- 
quehannah rail road company, and against the peti- 

> 4on of Richard Clay and James Lowell. 

Mr. Wonnor reported a bill providing for additional 
| Clerks in the post office department and the audi- 
tor’s offic e connected with it. 





rose and reported progress. 

Mr. Vanderpoel moved that the house adjourn. 

Mr. Cambreleng called for the yeas and nays on 
that motion. 

Mr. Mercer hoped the motion to adjourn would 
be so amended as to state the hour at which it was 
made. [It being then fifteen minutes before five 
o’clock}. 

Mr. Granger asked the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. Vanderpoel) to withdraw his motion to 
adjourn, to enable him (Mr. G.) to submit a motion 
to reconsider a vote taken on yesterday. Mr. V. 
declined to do so. 

The yeas and nays on the motion to adjourn were 
then ordered, and, being taken, were—yeas 33, nays 
68—[no quorum voting}. 

So the majority of the members present refused 
to adjourn. 

Mr. Granger then rose to submit his motion. 

Mr. Cambreleng objected, on the ground that no 
quorum was present. He moved an adjournment. 


tleman from New York (Mr. Granger) could not 
be entertained in the absence of a quorum. 

And, at ten minutes past five, the house ad- 
journed. 

Wednesday, Feb. 15. By general consent, Mr. 
Howard submitted a motion that the honorable Mr. 
Jackson, a representative from Georgia, and a mem- 
ber of the committee on foreign affairs, who is de- 
tained from his official duties by indisposition, be 
excused from further service on said committee, 
and that another member be appointed in his place. 
Agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Gholson, Reuben M. Whitney 
was brought to the bar of the house. 

The accused was accordingly brought to the bar 
of the house, in custody of the sergeant-at-arms, 
accompanied by his counsel, F. S. Key and Walter 
Jones, esqs. 

The speuker addressed the accused as follows: 

“Reuben M. Whitney: You stand charged be- 
fore this house with an alleged contempt of this 
house, in having peremptorily refused to give evi- 
dence in obedience to a summons duly issued b 
a committee of this house, which committee had, 
by an order of the house, power to send for persons 
and papers. 

“You will say whether you are ready to proceed 
to trial in the mode preseribed by the order of the 
house, of which you have been informed; or whe- 
ther you have any request to make of the house 
before you are put upon your trial. If you have, 
it will now be received and considered by the 
house.” 

In reply to which, Mr. Whitney said he was 
now ready to proceed. 

The following is the manner of proceeding in 
this case, agreed upon by the adoption of the mo- 
dified resolution of Mr. Gholson, and which is in 
the following terms: 

Resolved, That Reuben M. Whitney be now per- 
mitted to examine witnesses before this house in 
relation to his alleged contempt; and that a com- 
mittee of five be appointed by the speaker to exa- 
mine such witnesses on the part of the house.— 
That the questions put shall be reduced to writing 
before proposed to the witness, and that the an- 
swers be also reduced to writing. Every question 
put by any other than a member of the committee 
shall be reduced to writing by such member, and 
be propounded to the witness by the speaker, if 
not objected to; but if any question shall be object- 
ed to, or any testimony offered shall be objected to, 
by any member, the member so objecting, and the 
accused or his counsel, shall be heard, after which 
the question shall be decided without further de- 
bate. If parol evidence is offered, the witness 
shall be sworn by the speaker, and be examined at 
the bar, unless they are members of the house, in 
which case they may be examined in their places.” 

Mr. Briggs then raised the preliminary question 
that the accused had not been guilty of the alleged 
contempt, because the process by which he had 
been summoned to appear before the said commit- 
tee was informal; inasmuch as it had been signed 
by the chairman of the select committee only, and 
not by the speaker of the house, certified by the 
clerk, as required by the 11th rule of the house; and 
which is as follows: 

**11. All acts, addresses and joint resolutions, 
shall be signed by the speaker; and all writs, war- 
rants and subpenas, issued by order of the house, 
shall be under his hand and seal, attested by the 
clerk.” 

After a few remarks in support of his objection, 
Mr. B. offered the following preamble and resolu- 
tions: 


«Whereas, by the 11th rule of this house, all acts, 
addresses and joint resolutions, shall be signed by 
the speaker, and all writs, warrants and su penas, 
issued by order of the house, shall be under his 
hand and seal, attested by the clerk: 

“And whereas the subpena, by virtue of which 
Reuben M. Whitney is now in the custody of the 
sergeant-at-arms of the house, by order of the house, 
for an alleged contempt for refusing to appear and 
give testimony before one of the select committees 
of the house, was not under the hand and seal of 
the speaker, and attested by the clerk, but signed 
by the chairman of the select committee: therefore, 

‘‘Resolved, That the refusal of said Whitney to 
appear and testify before said committee was not a 
contempt of this house. 

‘Resolved, That said Whitney be forthwith dis- 
charged from the custody of this house.” 

Mr. Gholson raised the point of order, whether it 
was competent to go into this objection. 

The speaker said the whole case was before the 
house as a judicial tribunal, and it was compe- 
tent for the house to quash ali proceedings, if they 





should think proper. 
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Mr. Claiborne, of Mississippi, was understood to 
say that the accused would waive all considerations 
of this kind. 

The speaker said the accused was now at the bar 
of the house by its own order, but that order would 
not preclude the house from taking any other order 
which the majority might determine. The chair 
did not know, however, of any rule by which he 
was authorised to refuse to receive the motion of 
the member from Massachusetts. 


Mr. Briggs said it was due in justice to himself 
to say that he had raised this question without con- 
sultation with any other member. He had merely 
submitted this as a preliminary question, for, the 
house to take such action upon it as they pleased. 

Mr. Yell said that he hoped the proposition of 
the gentleman from Massachusetts (Mr. Briggs) 
would not be adopted, after the action of this house 
on a preceding day. By bringing the accused be- 
fore the house, it was made imperious or proper 
that this house should afford him that investigation 
which its importance demanded. The object of 
the resolution now under consideration was to pre- 
scribe the particular mode by which the accused 
should be tried, and deprive him of the benefit of 
the usual mode in like cases. Mr. Whitney had, 
in his memorial to this house, denied its jurisdictton 
to bring him before the committee or the house, 
and that, if they had the power, he was justified in 
refusing to go before the committee for the reasons 
set forth in his memorial. If the resolution was 
adopted, the accused would be discharged without 
further investigation as to the facts of the contempt. 
He hoped, therefore, the accused would be permit- 
ted to select his own course whether he would plead 
to the jurisdiction first, or be tried upon the facts. 
If Mr. Whitney was justified from the facts, then it 
would supersede the necessity of investigating the 

ower of jurisdiction. If, however, he should fail 
in satisfying this house, from the facts and circum- 
stances of the case, then he would be entitled to 
the benefit of the question of jurisdiction in purg- 
ing himself from the alleged contempt. Mr. 
hoped that, under all the circumstances, the accus- 
ed might be permitted to hg 8 in such order as 
he might choose, under the rules adopted in this 


and similar eases, and concluded by hoping that the 


resolution would be rejected. 

Mr. A. Mann contended that the objection could 
rot be sustained, inasmuch as the uniform con- 
struction of the rule, so far as his observation went, 
as a member of committees, (and it was extensive), 
had been that, under a power to send for persons 
and papers, the process signed in this way was 
recular and formal. But even if it were not so, 
it lay with the accused to take exception to the 
legality of the proceeding. 

Mr. Vanderpoe! concurred in the opinion of the 
member from New York, (Mr. Mann), that there 
was no validity in the objection, and that, if there 
were, it was the place of the accused to make the 
objection. He therefore moved to lay the preamble 
and resolutions on the table. 

On which motion Mr. V. called for the yeas and 
nays and they were ordered. 

Mr. Patton inquired whether this motion to lay on 
the table, if it prevailed, would not carry the whole 
subject there. inch 

The speaker said, not so. The matter if laid on 
the table, might be taken up again at any stage of 
the proceedings. eran 

And the question was then taken, and decided in 
the aflirmative—yeas 157, nays 35. 

So the preamble and resolutions were laid on the 
table. 

Mr. Hardin then submitted a motion that the 
accused be sworn to answer certain questions which 
he, (Mr. H.) indicated. The point of order was 
raised whether, under the resolution adopted for 
the government of these proceedings, these ques- 
tions could be put. 


Some conversation ensued, and the resolution 
having, on motion of Mr. Vanderpoel, being read, 

The speaker finally decided that, under the phra- 
seology of this resolution, the course proposed by 
the member from Kentucky, (Mr. Hardin) would 
not be regular. 

The house thereupon proceeded to the execution 
of its order. 

The speaker announced to the accused that the 
individuals whose names had been handed in to the 
chair had been summoned, and that the accused 
might now proceed to their examination. 

Mr. F. S. Key, of counsel for the accused, asked 
that the witnesses be now sworn, which having 
been done, 

The hon. Mr. Fairfield, of the house, was first 
called to answer in his place. 

[Here began the examination of witncsses, &c. 
which occupied the house to a late hour.} 








THURSDAY’S PROCEEDINGS. 
In the senate. The chair presented a report from 
the secretary of state, of the number of passengers 


which have arrived from certain countries named 
therein. 


Referred to the committee on commerce. 
Mr. Hendricks, made a report, accompanied by a 
bill, on the petition of the citizens of Alexandria, 


on the subject of the Alexandria and Fredericks- 


burg rail road, which report was read, and ordered to 
be printed, and the bill referred to the committee 
for the District of Columbia. 


Mr. Clay, from the select committee to whom 
were referred the address and memorial of certain 
foreign authors, praying the security of copy right 
in this country to their productions, made a report; 
which was read, and, on motion of Mr. Preston, 
1,000 extra copies of the report were ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. Clay, from the same committee, also report- 
ed a bill extending to foreign authors the benefits of 
the copy right law of 1831. Read, and ordered to a 
second reading. 


Mr. White, from the committee on Indian af- 
fairs, reported a bill to authorise the sale of Creek 
Indian reservations, and for other purposes. Read, 
and ordered to a second reading, and the docu- 
ments were ordered to be printed. 


The bill for the continuation of the Cumberland 
road in Ohio, Indiana and Illinois, and the bill to 
make compensation to the Kentucky, Tennessee, 
Alabama and Mississippi volunteers, discharged 
without entering active service, were severally 
read a third time, passed, and sent to the house of 
representatives for concurrence. 


The senate proceeded to the consideration of the 
bill to increase the military establishment of the U. 
States. 

Mr. Calhoun spoke at some length in opposition 
to the bill. 

A debate followed, in which Messrs. Benton, Cal- 
houn, Crittenden, Linn, Southard, Sevier, Tipton and 


_| Preston participated. 


On motion of Mr. Moore, and by consent, the 
19th section of the bill, requiring repayment by 
students dismissed for bad conduct from the West 
Point academy, was stricken out. 

The bill was then passed by the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Clay- 
ton, Cuthbert, Ewing, of Illinois, Fulton, Grundy, 
Hubbard, King, of Alabama, Linn, Lyon, Nicholas, 
Niles, Norvell, Parker, Rives, Robinson, Sevier, 
Strange, ‘Tallmadge, Tipton, Walker, Wall, White, 
Wright—26. 

NAYS—Messrs. Calhoun, Clay, Crittenden, Ew- 
ing, of Ohio, Kent, King, of Ga. Knight, Moore, 
Prentiss, Robbins, Southard, Swift, Tomlinson—13. 

After an executive session, the senate adjourned. 


In the house of representatives. After reports from 
committees had been received, and several petitions 
were presented, on motion of Mr. E. Whittlesey, a 
number of senate bills, on the speaker’s table, were 
read twice by their titles, and committed, (exclud- 
ing such as would create debate). 


Mr. EF. Whittlesey, on his own motion, was ex- 
cused from voting on any questions which might 


arise during the further progress of the trial of 


Reuben M. Whitney. 

Mr. W. gave, as a reason, that he was unable, in 
consequence of the pressing business before his 
committee, to attend to the evidence on the trial, 
and he did not wish to vote on any question involv- 
ing personal liberty, without the fullest knowledge 
of the facts of the case. 


The hour of twelve having arrived, the house, in 
pursuance of its order of yesterday, resumed the 
consideration of the case of Reuben M. Whitney, 
for an alleged contempt of the anthority of the 
house, in refusing to appear, as a witness, before 
the select committee, of which the hon. H. 4. Wise 
is chairman. 

The accused was again placed at the bar of the 
house; and the examination of witnesses was resu- 
med, 





DOMESTIC CHRONICLE. 

We learn from the Centreville Chronicle, pub- 
lished in Indiana, that Platt, the magistrate, who 
was connected with the gang of land pirates, on the 
Atlantic shore of New Jersey, and who fled from 
justice, forfeiting his recognizance by flight, was 
apprehended on the 26th ult. somewhere near Cen- 
treville, and safely lodged in Eaton jail, to be re- 
turned to“ the marshal of New Jersey, who had-of- 
fered a reward of $1,000 for his apprehension. 


Ohio river. The Wheeling Times of the 11th 
instant, says—“It will be seen by our advertis- 
ing columns that the river is open and navigation 
ee daily to commence. We presume boats 
will leave to-day.” 





—_— 
Mob in New York. A most disgraceful mob 


curred in the city of New York, on the evenin. 

Monday last. A public notice was given ¢, . 
meeting in the Park on the afternoon of ‘that a, 

The notice itself was couched in language of 
highly injudicious character, and calculated to in. 
flame the minds of the unthinking and lead them t) 
the commission of the excesses which they sub, : 
quently committed. rm 

The following is a copy of the notice, which Wa 
not only published in some of the papers, but nla 
carded through the city: 

BREAD, MEAT, RENT, FUEL! 

THEIR PRICES MUST COME Down! 
{The voice of the people shall be heard, an 
will prevail! 

&G-The people will meet in the Park, rain o 
shine, at 4 o’clock, on Monpay AFTERNOON,.4 
to inquire into the course of the present unexay, 
pled distress, and to devise a suitable remedy. 
friends of humanity, determined to resist monopo. 

lists and extortioners, are invited to attend, 
Moses Jaques, Daniel Gorham, 
Paulus Hedl, John Windt, 
Daniel A. Robertson, Alexander Ming, jr 
Warden Hayward, Elijah BP. Crane. ' 

New York, Feb. 10, 1837. 

Under the above call about 5,000 or 6,000 ner- 
sons collected together in front of the City Hal 
and were harangued by several persons in a style 
well suited to lead to outrage. After which a larve 
body of the meeting proceeded to Mr. Hart's store 
in Washington, between Dey and Coriland streets, 
and destroyed about a thousand bushels of wheat, 
and four or five hundred barrels of flour. 

The mob also attacked the flour stores of Messrs, 


Meech & Co. and S. H. Herrick & Co. doing more or | 


less injury in the destruction of flour and other 
property. The loss of Mr. Hart is said to be about 
ten thousand dollars. 


The citizens, police officers and military, turned 
out with alacrity. 


_Statistics of Ohio, The Western Reserve Chro. 
nicle, published at Warren, Ohio, gives from the 


state auditor’s report the following statistical facts, f 


There are in Ohio 15,771,060 acres of land, valued 


at (including town lots and buildings) 68,821,131 F 


dollars. The number of horses is 268,662, valued at 
$10,746,480; cattle 372,866, value $2,982,928; mer. 
chants’ capital and money at interest, $8,459,902. 
number of pleasure carriages 2,808, value $241,054; 
total amount of taxable property $85,812,382; from 


which taxes have been raised the past year, for state, [ 


county and township purposes, &c. to the amount 
of $965,310, including the physicians’ and lawyers 
tax, which amounted to $3,078. 
The largest county is Trumbull, which is said to 
contain 558,593 acres. Hamilton, Columbia an( 
Richmond counties contain the largest number of 
horses; Trumbull the largest number of cattle 
(24,496). We see where the beef comes from, bit 
are a little surprised there should yet be necessity of 
so much horse flesh in a state that has such ample 
facilities of transportation by canals and rivers. 


Wilmington (Del.) every way richly merits tobe 
the metropolis of that state. She has but 8,000 in- 
habitants, yet by her favorable location near the we: 
ter power of the Brandywine, and by her enterprize 
for trade and internal improvements, has a great 
rail road begun to the Susquehanna, 3 foundries, @ 
manufactory for rail road cars, 1 cotton factory, aud 
6 or 8 grist mills (capable of making about 400 bbls. 
flour daily), four whale ships, city supplied by fine 
water works, a Lancasterian school of 200 pupils, 
numerous churches, newspapers, literary societies, 
a capital market, chalybeate springs a mile distant, a 
tnost salubrious elevated position on the Delaware, 
&c. &c. All this and more says the State Journal. 


Ree. We intimated some time back (says the 
a ayy (S. C.) Intelligencer, of the 31st ult.) a 
belief that the crop of rice in this part of the state 
would fali short; we feel authorised now to speak 
positively on the subject. The deficiency will be 
considerable, probably from 6 to 10,000 barrels. 


General Clinch, late of the United States army, 
arrived at Augusta, Georgia, on the 8th instant, 
and was invited to a public dinner by the citizens. 


Another minister from Texas. The honorable M. 
Hunt, minister plenipotentiary and envoy extraot- 
dinary from the republie of Texas to the U. States, 
arrived at S. W. Pass, Sunday, the 15th ult. in the 
armed schooner Terrible, on his way to Washing- 
ton. The hon. Mr. Green, member of congress, 
Mr. Faleel and Dr. De Shields, are passe ngers. 

: [New Orleans American. 

Mr. Hunt, probably, will be associated with the 
present commissioner col. Wharton, now at Wash- 
ington. We cannot imagine that the latter has bee2 
superseded. 
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